
The Two Sons Week 3
Matthew 21:28-31

PARABLES

Story Overview:
Continuing our theme of Parables of Jesus, we looked at the story of the man with two sons, who 
asked them both to go and work in the Vineyard.
Matthew 21:28-31: Now, what do you think? There was once a man who had two sons. He went to 
the older one and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ “I don’t want to,” he answered, 
but later he changed his mind and went. Then the father went to the other son and said the same 
thing. ‘Yes, sir,’ he answered, but he did not go. Which one of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The older one,” they answered.

Background Study:
As a bit of background to this story read a few verses beforehand:
Matthew 21:23-27:Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they 
asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human 
origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet.”
So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
Jesus had just confronted some of the highest-ranking, most powerful and influential authorities of 
the time, and the tension is high. He criticizes them for not recognizing that the Ministry of John 
the Baptizer came from heaven – that is, was authorized and given from God. And He insinuates 
that these religious authorities are also failing to recognize the same authority and divinely 
ordained ministry in Him. He then goes on to tell the Parable of the two sons, which we have just 
heard.
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So, is it a simple morality tale – do what you have committed to do; obey your Father; work 
hard? Or is it something more?
The Jewish authorities that Jesus has just confronted thought that they were doing what God 
had called them to do, but they got so distracted and pulled aside by nit picking adherence to 
the laws they had developed, that they lost sight of the true calling of God and were therefore 
no longer doing what He had called them to do. Worse, they were tying people up so much in 
made-made rules and regulations that they could not feel God’s presence in their lives for fear 
of offending the temple authorities who had control over their earthly fate.
We are all Children of God, so this Parable tells us that God asks all of us to work for Him. And 
some of us say “Yes!” with great eagerness and enthusiasm….but then the bills still need 
paying, there is the school run, the housework, catching up with friends, and I really need that 
time to relax. And so, not through malice or deliberate intent, the work of God gets side-lined 
for the work of me.
And some reject God’s word and call; God is nothing to do with them; they will not get pulled 
into all that superstition and nonsense! But God calls none-the-less. He continues to call. 
However far we turn away from Him, He does not turn away from us. And sometimes it is in 
spite of ourselves that the Light slips into our lives and everything becomes clear – and then 
we turn up in the vineyard and work and work for God’s purpose in this world.

If we fail to answer God’s call, it does not necessarily mean we are evil or worthless people. 
The religious authorities Jesus criticizes in the Gospels were not, either.
God calls us to work for him. He has called us in the past and sometimes we have done what 
he asked, and sometimes not. 

The really Good News is that He continues to call us, again and again. He does not give up on 
us.
What distracts us? What distracts you? Can we take some time to reflect on that.


