
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane Week 2
Matthew 26:36–46 / Luke 22:39-46 / Mark 14: 32-42

EASTER

Dear Parents:
This week, we are continuing our Easter series, looking at Jesus praying in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. During our time of online church, we are providing these “At Home Lessons” to help 
families continue this vital spiritual discipline of family devotions. 

One of the most powerful stories in the Bible is the story of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. It 
is there that Jesus prayed on the night before His death, asking His Father, “…if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me.” However, Jesus finished
His prayer with these words, “…yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

Jesus went through untold agony in the Garden, even to the point of sweating blood. But despite 
this He stayed true to the Father’s will. It was important that the Saviour (Jesus) be a willing 
sacrifice.
Here we see Jesus, in His humanity dreading all that it meant to die on the cross, yet was
willing to do what His Father asked, even if it meant His death. When Peter fought back as Jesus 
was arrested, Jesus stopped him and asked 

“Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 
happen in this way?” (Matthew 26:53-54)

What you’ll need.

Bible & Lesson: Read the scripture together and or watch the Video Story.

Video Bible Story: Jesus Prays in Gethsemane- https://youtu.be/0lMmLty-9KA

Second Video: “Pursue God Kids” 5 things to remember: https://youtu.be/x_D9un-Moe8

P.S – We’ve also included some other resources for Devotions and Fun activities over Easter. Hope 
they come in handy , be sure to download them too!– God Bless

https://youtu.be/0lMmLty-9KA
https://youtu.be/x_D9un-Moe8


The Lesson (Younger Kids): Watch the Video and/or Read Mark 14: 32-
42.
DLTK's Bible Stories for Children also provided next Page.

Discuss the story with the Children, use the questions and statements below to help guide the lesson.

Jesus prayed at a place called Gethsemane
• When do you pray? (Wait for responses)
• We often pray together before we eat, or just before bedtime.
• We pray together at church or even in Sunday School!
• Did you know that Jesus prayed? He did. He prayed a lot. The Bible talks about Him praying at night, 

early in the morning, in front of big groups, with His Disciples, and even all by Himself. He always prayed 
to His Father in Heaven (God the Father.) The Bible also tells us that He prayed on the night before His 
death on the cross.

Jesus said “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me;”
• Jesus knew He was about to go to His death.
• He prayed “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me;”
• Cup, what cup? What cup is Jesus talking about?
• He is talking about His upcoming death. Jesus did not look forward to dying on the cross. He asked His 

Father, if He was willing, to take this cup from Him, or to let Him not have to die on the cross, if it was in 
God’s will.

Then Jesus said, “…yet not my will, but yours be done.”
• What does it meant to be willing? What if I ask you “who will eat this ice cream cone for me?” I imagine 

that some of you would be willing to eat some ice cream for me. Or what if I asked “Who will go with 
me to the zoo?” I imagine that some of you might be willing to go to the zoo with me.

• When you say you WILL do something that means that you are WILLING to do it. It means that you 
choose to do it.  It can work the other way too. What if I asked, “Who will take out the garbage for me?” 
Maybe not as many people would be willing to do that. ☺

• But what if I asked the almost impossible. What if I asked, “Who will die for me?” Then almost 
everyone’s hand goes down. Only very few people would be willing to die for me.

• Jesus said “…not my will, but yours be done.” Jesus chose to  do His Father’s will!
Jesus went to the cross willingly for you and me.
• Jesus went to the cross willingly.
• Nobody made Him go!
• He chose to lay down His life for His friends (you and me!)
Jesus is alive now forever!
• The Good News is that Jesus is NOT dead now!
• On the third day, God raised Jesus from the dead!
• Now Jesus lives forever!
• Because of what Jesus did, we can live forever with Him too!
• Let’s pray together and thank Him that Jesus His Son was willing to do 

His Father’s will!

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane Week 2
Matthew 26:36–46 / Luke 22:39-46 / Mark 14: 32-42

EASTER

Memory Verse: Luke 
22:42 “… not my 
will, but yours be 
done.”



Then Jesus walked a bit further by himself. Next to a big tree he knelt down with his face to the 
ground and began to talk to God. He prayed, "My Father, I know that I am about to go through 
some horrible things; I wish I wouldn't have to, but it doesn't matter what I want, I will do 
whatever you want."

When He had finished praying, He went back to where the disciples were to find that they had
fallen asleep on the ground. Jesus woke them and said to them, "Couldn't you have stayed awake
for me for just a little while? You should also pray that you will continue to do what God wants."
The disciples felt bad, and tried to keep their eyes open. But when they started praying, they fell 
asleep. Two more times Jesus went off to pray the same prayer as before, and when he was 
finished He came back to his friends -- disappointed to find that they had fallen asleep once again.
The third time Jesus woke them saying, "Are you sleeping again? Enough! It is time to go. Here 
comes the man who is about to give me up to the people who want to hurt me."

Based on Mark 14: 32-42

After singing a song at the Passover meal, Jesus and 
his disciples went to a garden called Gethsemane. It 
was getting to be quite late in the evening, so 
everyone was whispering.
Jesus was especially quiet, and walked a bit ahead
of the rest of the group. He looked as if He was sad
and upset about something. He stopped and
whispered to some of the disciples, "Sit here while I
pray."
Then, with Peter, James, and John he walked just a 
little bit further and told them, "My heart feels 
heavy, and I feel very sad. Please stay here and 
keep watch, I need some company close by." The 
disciples looked at each other; they had never seen 
Jesus like this before. Then Jesus walked a bit 
further by himself. Next to a big tree he knelt down 
with his face to the ground and began to talk to 
God.

DLTK's Bible Stories for Children

Jesus Prays
by Sharla Guenther
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DID YOU KNOW?
Use these to get the discussion going.

• Gethsemane is important because it 
shows us another picture of how Christ 
shared in the human condition. He shared 
in all that we are including sadness, 
alienation, anguish, and death. As St. Paul 
said, “he became poor, so that through his 
poverty you might become rich”.
• A three year study conducted on three 
of the olive trees located in Gethsemane, 
Jerusalem, has shown that their trunks 
and branches are around 900 years old, 
making them among the oldest known 
olive trees.
•The Garden of Gethsemane is still around 
today and is free to enter ,with perhaps 
some of the oldest olive trees in the world 
is one of the most rewarding Christian 
sites to visit in Jerusalem, offering a 
unique sense of the long history 
entrenched in this amazing country.

The Lesson (Older Kids) 
Discussion Based:
Read Mark 14: 32-42. Watch the “Pursue God 
Kids” Video: https://youtu.be/x_D9un-Moe8

1.What’s your favourite part of the video / 
Scripture? What’s one thing you learned from it?
2.Make a top 5 list of the things you love to do on 
vacation. Make a top 5 list of your favourite things 
to do on the weekends.
3.What did Jesus do when he was scared? What 
are some things that scare you that you need to 
pray about?
4.Why do you think the disciples fell asleep on 
Jesus? How do you think that made Jesus feel?
5.Why did Jesus have to go to the cross for us?
6.Read Hebrews 9:28. Why did Jesus have to die 
for us? Where do we get to live with him some 
day?
7.How will you apply this lesson to your life this 
week?
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• CONNECT AS A FAMILY
• Walk in the Garden and Collect some interesting 

leaves to do some rubbings.
• Pray together as a family outside in the Garden.

https://youtu.be/x_D9un-Moe8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+9%3A28&version=NLT




LUKE 22: 42 “Father, if you are willing, take 
this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.”



LUKE 22: 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
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