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Ch 19-21: The Seven Wilderness Visions 
 

   
Figure 1 Jesus leading a heavenly calvary on a white horse 

 
fter seeing the fall of the prostitute in the wilderness, John remains in the wilderness 
and sees seven further visions. The first vision is that of a glorified Jesus in conquering-
mode, riding a white horse and leading a heavenly calvary. John then sees the 

aftermath of the Battle of Armageddon with carcassess all around. The Beast and the False 
Prophet are captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire. A heavenly angel then opens the 
bottomless Abyss and Satan, in the form of the dragon, is thrown into it and bound for a 
millenium. Meanwhile Jesus and his martyrs reign.  
 
After the one thousand years has ended Satan is released and prepares a great battle, the 
Battle of Gog and Magog. But this battle is over pretty quickly as fire from heaven consumes 
the opposing armies and Satan is sent to join the Beast and the False Prophet in the Lake of 
Fire. After this, the great white throne is brought out and Judgment Day occurs.  
 
The final vision of the seven mini-visions introduces the next chapter: the New Jerusalem 
descends down from heaven and resides on a newly-made earth. The dwelling of God is now 
truly again with man. Eden has been restored. Contrasted against this are the people who are 
excluded from New Jerusalem and instead are found with the Dragron, the Beast and the 
False Prophet in the Lake of Fire. Solemnly, we are told this is the Second Death.  
 
 

1. The Rider on a White Horse 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse!  

A 
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- This is the first of seven visions while John is in seeing the wilderness.  

Overview of the Seven Wilderness Visions  

Vision 1. White 
Horse 

2. Great 
Supper 

3. Beast 
Captured 

4. Satan 
Bound 

5. Martyrs 
Reign 

6. Judgment 
Day 

7. New 
Creation 

Ref. Rev. 19:11-16 Rev. 19:17-18 Rev. 19:19-21 Rev. 20:1-3 Rev. 20:4-6 Rev. 20:11-15 Rev. 21:1-8 

Seen 

Jesus appears 
on a white 
horse with a 
large calvary 

An angel calls 
to the birds to 
gather for a 
great supper 

Armies gather 
against Jesus 
but the beast 
and false 
prophet are 
captured 

Angel with a 
key to the 
abyss comes 
down from 
heaven 

Those with 
authority sit 
on thrones 
and martyrs 
come to life 

Those who 
have died 
stand before 
the Great 
White Throne 

Heaven and 
earth made 
anew and 
heaven comes 
to earth 

Result 

Strikes down 
the nations 
and rules with 
an iron rod 

Birds eat the 
flesh of kings 
and their 
armies 

Both the 
beast and 
false prophet 
are thrown 
into the Lake 
of Fire 

Binds Satan 
with a great 
chain for 1000 
years in the 
Abyss 

These reign 
with Jesus 
for 1000 
years then 
defeat 
Satan 

Books are 
opened and 
judgment 
takes place. 
Those not in 
the book of 
life go to the 
lake of fire 

Old order of 
pain, crying, 
death etc. 
passes away. 
Those outside 
the city go the 
lake of fire 

The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 
12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name 
written that no one knows but himself.  

‘many diadems’  - many crowns.  

“It was not uncommon for a monarch to wear more than one crown (diadem) in order to 
show that he was the king of more than one country. For instance, when Ptolemy entered 
Antioch he wore two crowns or diadems--one to show that he was lord of Asia and one 
to show that he was lord of Egypt (1 Maccabees 11:13). On the head of the victor Christ 
there are many crowns to show that he is lord of all the kingdoms of the earth.” - Barclay 

13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of 
God.  

- This is the first of the seven visions and it’s a picture of Jesus as a conqueror. It’s taken 
straight out of Isaiah 63.  

“Who is this who comes from Edom, 
    in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, 
he who is splendid in his apparel, 
    marching in the greatness of his strength? 
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 
    mighty to save.” 
2 Why is your apparel red, 
    and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, 
    and from the peoples no one was with me; 
I trod them in my anger 
    and trampled them in my wrath; 
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their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 
    and stained all my apparel.” 

- Isaiah 63:1-3 
- The winepress has been trodden. Jesus’s wrath has been poured out and he has 

conquered the beast and false prophet that attacked his church.  

14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 
white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 
and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

- This is not Jesus the carpenter, or Jesus the Rabbi. Or even Jesus the Lamb. This is 
Jesus the conquering King. He is ruling in heaven from a position of conquering his 
enemies.  

- There are four names of Jesus revealed in this chapter: 
 

1. Faithful and true 
2. We're not told (a name so sacred that no one knows it) 
3. The ‘Word of God’ (from John’s Gospel) 
4. King of kings and Lord of lords 

 
- Andrew Wilsons says that the tattoo on his thigh is where you would expect a sword 

and his mouth, where you'd expect a word is a sword. The blood on his robe is the 
blood of his enemies. In this scene he is not viewed as the slain lamb but the slayer of 
his enemies.  

 

2. Great Supper 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that 
fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, 
the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the 
flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.”  

- The battle of Armageddon seems to have ended.  

3. Beast Captured 
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war 
against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, 
and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived 
those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulphur. 21 And the rest were slain by 
the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds 
were gorged with their flesh. 
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- Here the Beast and the False Prophet come to an end. It’s Describing the Fall of the 
Roman empire (beast) in the 5th Century and the fall of Jerusalem (false prophet) in the 
1st Century.  

1. Satan Bound 

REVELATION CHAPTER TWENTY  

20 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain.  

- The bottomless pit (the abyss) is where the beast ascended from 

2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that 
he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that 
he must be released for a little while. 

- This 1000 years is the famed ‘Millennium’. Revelation chapter 20 is the only time it’s 
ever mentioned in the Bible but it’s caused lots of debate amongst theologians.  

- It’s significant to us because this marks the point where we believe that Revelation 
transitions from referring to past to referring to the future.  

- From John’s readers perspective, the vast majority of Revelation was in the future for 
them. But 2000 years have gone by and so for us, a lot of the events have happened. 
But it’s here that the transition takes place. Everything past this millennium is future 
for us.  

After the dragon having free reign to use a power like the Roman empire to target all 
Christians in the world, his power has now been limited. While it’s true that in some parts of 
the world, some governments are attacking Christians, for the majority of the time since the 
Roman Empire fell, Christians have been able to have freedom of worship.  

So, we’re in this millennial reign where Jesus is reigning in heaven (right now as we speak) and 
his kingdom is growing bigger and bigger all the time. He started out with 12 followers and 
now 1.5 billion people associate themselves in some way to following him.  

Don’t get caught up in the number 1000. As with the 144,000  and other quantities in 
Revelation, it’s likely symbolic. One thousand is often used symbolically throughout the Bible. 
For example Psalm 50 states the ‘the cattle on a thousand hills belong to God’ This obviously 
using the number 1000 to express that God is very wealthy. Psalm 84 states that ‘one day in 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere’.  
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Figurative Uses of ‘One Thousand’ in Scripture 
Reference Description 
Psalm 50:10 ‘the cattle on a thousand hills belong to God’ 
Job 9:3 ‘a man cannot answer God once in a thousand times’ 
Deuteronomy 7:9 He keeps covenant with those who love him to a thousand generations 
Joshua 23:10 ‘when the Lord fights with Israel, one man can put to flight one thousand.’ 
Psalm 84:10 ‘one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere’ 
Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past’ 
Song of Songs 4:4 ‘on [your neck] hang a thousand shields, all of them shields of warriors.’ 
Ezekiel 47:3, 47:4 
& 47:5 

 ‘one thousand cubits’ - many of the measurements of the temple were a symbolic 
round numbers 

2 Peter 3:8 ‘one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.’ 

Table 1 Symbolic use of one 'thousand' in Scripture 

- There are three main approaches to the Millennium. In this study guide we have taken 
the Amillennial view (which is very similar to the Postmillennial view). Where it differs 
mostly to is the view called premillennialism where people who take that most of the 
book of Revelation is set in the future. They believe that the 1000 year reign of Jesus 
will be a literal 1000 years on earth. The dragon will torment the followers and only 
then will heaven and earth be made new.  

- The amillennial view states that we are a lot further on than that and the new heavens 
and new earth are closer than many think.  

Category Premillennialism Amillennialism Postmillennialism 

Beginning of the 
Millennium 

Jesus’s Second Coming 
or His Ascension into 

Heaven 
Jesus’s ascension Jesus’ ascension  

Duration of 
Millennium 

1,000 years or a long 
period of time 

Symbolic; lasts until 
Jesus’s Second Coming 

Symbolic; lasts until Jesus’s 
Second Coming 

Type of Reign Physical, earthly From Heaven From Heaven 

Scope of Reign All redeemed people 
(after judgment) 

A portion of the earth’s 
population 

Increasing to almost all the 
earth’s population 

Tribulation  Literal 7-year period Brief period before Jesus’s 
Second Coming 

Brief period before Jesus’s 
Second Coming 

Return of Christ  

Before the Tribulation, 
halfway through, or after 

it & then again at the 
end of time 

Occurs at the end of time Occurs at the end of time 

Rapture 
Believers removed from 

the earth separately 
before Jesus’s Return 

Occurs at Jesus’s Return Occurs at Jesus’s Return 

 
Table 2  A Table comparing main views on the millennium 

- John Piper sums up the three views in the intro to his excellent video1 ‘An evening of 
eschatology – Premillennialism, Amillennialism, Postmillennialism’:  

o Premillennialism: The return of Christ happens before (pre-) the thousand-year 
reign of Christ, which is a reign of the risen Christ on the earth.  

 
 
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4S0TQ2dXnms  
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o Amillennialism: The return of Christ happens after the thousand-year reign, a 
reign that occurs in heaven, in the intermediate state, and not upon the earth. 
Those who have died in faith and entered into the presence of Christ share his 
rule and reign during the current church age in which we now live.  

o Postmillennialism: The return of Christ happens after (post-) the thousand-year 
reign, which corresponds to the Christian age, and the reign of Christ from 
heaven leads the church to triumph by and through the gospel to such an extent 
that the Great Commission will be successfully fulfilled, and the Christian faith 
will pervade all the cultures of all the nations of men. All Christ’s enemies will be 
subdued in this way, with the exception of death, which he will destroy by his 
coming. 

 
- There is a popular joke among theologians that they are pan-millennialist – it will all 

pan out in the end!  
 

2. Martyrs Reign 
4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ 
for a thousand years.  

- This reigning is happening now. The martyrs are in heaven. Jesus is in heaven. He’s 
ruling on a throne.  

- We saw the martyrs in earlier chapters crying out for justice. Justice has happened for 
them, and they are no longer crying out for justice but are instead reigning with Jesus.  

5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the 
first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such 
the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will 
reign with him for a thousand years. 

- This passage mentions two deaths and two resurrections (if there is a first resurrection 
the implication is that there is also a second). 

- We take this to mean the following:  
o 1st Death - your earthly body passing away.  
o 1st Resurrection – this either refers to the coming to life of a deadened spirit 

when a person is regenerated (born again) or when that spirit ascends to 
heaven at bodily death.   

- This is historically how Christians have viewed death. You die but then you are alive in 
heaven forever and ever. Floating on a cloud playing a harp as some cartoonists would 
have us believe.  

- But this discounts the rest of Revelation! There’s a second resurrection, Judgment Day, 
a new heavens and new earth, and then (for some) a second death. So carrying on our 
definitions:  
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o 2nd Resurrection – this happens at the end of time. Jesus returns and all the 
spirits of people that have every been alive get joined to their bodies. Everyone 
rises up out of the graves and then takes part in the great white throne 
judgment (which we’ll get to in chapter 21).  

o 2nd Death –  those who are judged but haven’t got rescued by Jesus by 
receiving his blood, get sentenced to an eternal death. It’s not just a physical 
death but a spiritual death as well.  

The Defeat of Satan 

7 And when the thousand years are ended,  

- At this point, our take is that everything that follows is in the future for a 21t Century 
reader.  

Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at 
the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like 
the sand of the sea. 

“It may be that originally Gog was connected with the Scythians whose invasions--all men 
feared. As time went on, in Jewish thought Gog and Magog came to stand for everything 
that is against God. The rabbis taught that Gog and Magog would assemble themselves 
and their forces against Jerusalem, and would fall by the hand of the Messiah.” Barclay 

- See Figure 2 for a comparison of the eschatology of Revelation and Ezekiel to see the 
origins of Gog and Magog in Biblical thought. 

- There’s a battle – towards the end of this age where Satan fights but then Jesus 
returns and ends the battle very quickly.  

9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the 
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur where the beast 
and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

3. Judgment Day 
 

- After Satan is defeated forever judgment occurs. This is the final judgment that Daniel 
saw in Daniel 7:9  

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  
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Figure 3 Two depictions of Jesus sitting on the white throne 

- This ‘White throne’ is only mentioned here – nowhere else in the Bible (but it is 
alluded to in Daniel 7:9).  

From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the 
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another 
book was opened, which is the book of life.  

- ‘book of life’  

References to the book of life in Scripture 
Reference Whom Description 
Exodus 32:32 Moses speaking to 

God about Israel 
‘But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your 
book that you have written.’ 

Psalm 69:28 Psalmist writing 
about the wicked 

 ‘Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled 
among the righteous.’ 

Isaiah 4:3 Isaiah prophesying to 
the people of Israel 

 ‘…he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone 
who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem’ 

Daniel 7:10 Daniel seeing a vision 
of the Judgment Day 

‘the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.’ 

Phil. 4:3 Paul writing about his 
ministry team 

‘…the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.’ 

Rev.3:5 Jesus speaking to 
people in the church 
of Sardis 

The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life. 

Rev.13:8 John prophesying to 
the seven churches 

‘…all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 
was slain.’ 

Rev. 17:8 John prophesying to 
the seven churches 

And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in 
the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, 
because it was and is not and is to come. 

Rev. 20:12 John prophesying to 
the seven churches 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life 

Rev. 20:15 John prophesying to 
the seven churches 

And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. 

Rev. 21:27 John prophesying to 
the seven churches 

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable 
or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Table 3 References to the book of life in Scripture 

‘The idea behind this is that every ruler had a roll-book of living citizens under his control; 
and, of course, when a man died, his name was removed from the roll. Those whose 
names are in the Book of Life are those who are living, active citizens of the kingdom of 
God.’ – W. Barclay 
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And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.  

- The 2nd Resurrection in occurring here 

14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake 
of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 

- Being thrown into the lake of fire is the second death. 
- In summary, the believer’s body will die (1st Death) but his or her spirit will be alive in 

heaven (1st Resurrection). But there is a coming a day in the future when Jesus will 
return and everyone will get bodily resurrected (2nd Resurrection) so that we will all be 
judged. If we are believers we’ll get rewarded for the good that we did but Jesus will 
take our punishment. Those who haven’t been forgiven by Jesus will have to face the 
consequence of their actions in the lake of fire (2nd Death).  

4. New Creation 

REVELATION CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE  

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.  

"I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered, 
or come into mind" (Isaiah 65:17). Barclay says that creation renewal was deep in Jewish 
thought. (Is 66:22) 

2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  

“…there is a heavenly Jerusalem of which the earthly Jerusalem is an imperfect copy. That 
is what Paul is thinking of when he speaks of the Jerusalem that is above (Galatians 4:26), 
and also what is in the mind of the writer to the Hebrews when he speaks of the heavenly 
Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22).” Barclay 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God.  

- This has been God’s longing for a while: "I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people" (Jeremiah 31:33). "My dwelling-place shall be with them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people" (Ezekiel 37:27). "I am my beloved's, and my beloved 
is mine" (SS 6:3). 

4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
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- At this point the second resurrection has occurred. Those destined for the second 
death have gone and all that is left is the recreation of heaven and earth.  

- Every generation puts the emphasis on different ones of the four components of the 
New Creation expressed in Revelation. 

 
Beatific Vision Defeat of Evil 

Emphasis on dwelling with God: 

§ ‘They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads’ 22:4 

§ ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them and they will be his people 
and God himself will be with them as their God’ 
21:3 

§ ‘I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb’ 21:22 

Emphasis on absence of evil: 

§ ‘He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, for the 
former things have passed away’ 21:4 

§ ‘There will be no night there… nothing unclean will 
ever enter it’ 21:25-7 

§ ‘No longer will there be anything accursed’ 22:3 (6 
‘no more’s and 6 ‘no longer’s) 

Renewal of Humanity New Creation 
Emphasis on our renewal: 

§ ‘Come I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb’ 

§ ‘He showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God having the glory of 
God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal’ 21:10-11 

§ ‘By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it … nothing 
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does 
what is detestable or false but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life.’ 21:24-27 

Emphasis on creation’s renewal: 

§ ‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more’ 21:1 

§ ‘Behold, I am making all things new’ 21:5 
§ ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
from the spring of the water of life without 
payment. The one who conquers will have this 
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my 
son’ 21:6-7 

Figure 4 Comparison of different emphases of the new creation (adapted from notes from THINK:2019 - A. Wilson) 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  

- ‘Alpha and the Omega’ See Revelation 1:8 

To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.  

- ‘water of life’ - contrast this to Jeremiah 2:13 where the people of God had abandoned 
the ‘font of living water’ and had drank instead, from cisterns cracked and dry! This is 
likely an image of the Holy Spirit: Jesus said: 

"He who believes in me, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water. This he said about 
the Spirit which those who believed in him were to receive" (John 7:38-39). 

7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
sulphur, which is the second death.” 
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- ‘But for the cowardly…’ - throughout Revelation this a constant referencing to 
humanity divided into two groups. E.g. Those with the mark of the beast vs those with 
the mark of God. Those found in the book of life vs those that are not. Here it is the 
courageous vs the cowardly. In the next chapter we have those inside the city vs those 
outside.  

- We need to take heed of this. Jesus said there is a narrow road that leads to life and a 
broad road that leads to destruction. He said that at the end of time the wheat and 
tares would be separated out. The sheep would be separated from the goats. There 
would be those invited to the wedding banquet and those not invited etc.  

- To get in the wrong group is the worst thing in the universe. It’s the most troubling 
part of Scripture and we need to let it trouble our spirits. It should disturb us so that 
we are bold with people and explain this massive problem. And in response we can 
then present the even better ‘good news’.  
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Ch 21-22 The New Jerusalem 
 

 
Figure 5 A fourteenth century French tapestry depicting the descent of the New Jerusalem to earth2 

ohn now moves from the wilderness to a high mountain and the view from here is breath-
taking. A dazzling, golden city, shaped as a perfect cube descends down from heaven onto 
earth. Ezekiel’s river flows from the throne room through the middle of the city. The Tree 

of Life, first seen in the Garden of Eden now makes its reappearance along the river. It’s leaves 
heal the nations and the kings of the earth bring their glory into the city. Humanity starts off 
with God in a garden and now concludes with God in a garden-city. Eden has matured into a 
God-glorifying civilisation and everything that went wrong in that fateful garden has been 
undone. This is the Jerusalem renewed. But unlike the original Jerusalem, there is no temple 
in this city. Why? Because the whole city is a temple. God’s life-giving presence pervades 
every aspect of it – even the light of the city is radiated directly from God. 
 
The fourth and final vision comes to an end and Jesus declares to John that he is coming soon. 
Jesus reiterates the stark division of humanity into two categories. This time the categories 
are referred to as those who have the right to the tree of life and ‘enter the city by the gates’ 
and those languishing ‘outside’. Jesus and his bride conclude by calling people far off to 
‘come’ and to satisfy their spiritual thirst in the Lamb’s water of life. The final sentence of the 
Bible is a single Hebrew word: ‘Amen’ – which appropriately means ‘truth’ and ‘certainty’ and 
has become the traditional way that believers end of their prayers.  
 
 

 
 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jerusalem#/media/File:La_J%C3%A9rusalem_c%C3%A9leste_(2).jpg 
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9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  

- Wilson states that this is arguably the most important chapter for understanding the 
doctrine of the church. The book ultimately doesn't culminate in the New Creation but 
in the bride being displayed. In the end, we move from the land of sevens to the land 
of twelves. The contradictory metaphors (pure gold transparent as glass) imply John's 
attempt to explain something that is 'too beautiful to describe' 

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,  

- This is the start of the final, fourth vision of John: the vision from the mountain 
revealing the New Jerusalem.  

11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It 
had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the 
names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall 
of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to 
measure the city and its gates and walls. 

- Ezekiel’s vision of the heavenly city also had an angel measuring it (Ezekiel 40-48) 

 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his 
rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.  

- ‘length and width and height are equal’ - The measurement of the city is a perfect 
cube. The cube was common in the Old Testament: The altar of the burnt offering, the 
altar of the incense, and the High Priest's breast-plate were all in the form of a cube 
(Exodus 27:1; Exodus 30:2; Exodus 28:16). This shape occurs in Ezekiel's visions of the 
new Jerusalem and the new temple (Ezekiel 41:21; Ezekiel 43:16; Ezekiel 45:2; Ezekiel 
48:20) and in Solomon's temple the Most Holy Place was a perfect cube (1 Kings 6:20). 
It is likely this is showing us that the whole city becomes the Most Holy Place – that 
inner sanctum where God dwelt in the Jerusalem temple where the high priest could 
only enter once a year. Now everyone dwells in the inner sanctum!  

- ‘12000 stadia’ – it’s easy to miss this because we are not familiar with the unit of 
measurement but this is equivalent to 1,380 miles or 2,220 kms. This is truly massive! 
It’s a city that is 1.9 million square miles in size - this city would cover half of the land 
mass of the United States of America and would accommodate many billions of 
people!  

17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's 
measurement. 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19  
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- The 1st century Roman/Jewish historian Josephus writes something similar about 
Herod’s Temple before it was destroyed:  

"Now the outward face of the temple in its front lacked nothing that was likely to surprise 
either men's minds or their eyes; for it was covered all over with plates of gold of great 
weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflected back a very fiery splendour, and made 
those who forced themselves to look upon it to turn away their eyes, just as they would 
at the sun's own rays. But this temple appeared to strangers, when they were at a 
distance, like a mountain covered with snow, for as to those parts that were not golden, 
they were exceeding white" 3 

The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was 
jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of 
the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent 
glass. 

   
Figure 6 Artist's impression of the gate made from a single pearl and the perfect cube-shaped holy city 

- This is where the phrase ‘the pearly gates’ comes from – a gate made of a single pearl! 
Is this referencing the parable of the ‘pearl of great price’ (Matthew 13:46)? It would 
certainly be the largest pearl ever seen! John is telling us that it truly is worth selling 
everything to be part of this.  

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.  

- The Temple was where God was but in the New Jerusalem it will be like Eden – God 
will be walking amongst us. The whole place is the temple of God.  

 
 
3 Flavius Josephus The War of the Jews Book V, Ch 5, Section 6 
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- City gates were shut at night for protection but in the New Jerusalem there is no need 
for this because there is no need for protection. Evil has gone. 

26 They will bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will 
ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb's book of life. 

REVELATION CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city;  

- The image of the river of God has many sources in the Old Testament: 

Reference Examples in the Old Testament of the ‘river of God’ 
Genesis 2:10 ‘A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden...’ 
Psalm 46:4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 

of the Most High. 
Isaiah 66:12 ‘Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like 

an overflowing stream’ 
Ezekiel 47:1,5 ‘…water was issuing from below the threshold of the temple toward the 

east… It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed 
through.’ 

Joel 3:18 ‘a fountain shall come forth from the house of the Lord and water the Valley 
of Shittim’  

Zechariah 14:1,8 ‘Behold a day is coming from the Lord… living waters shall flow out from 
Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.’  

Table 4 'River of God' used across Scripture 

also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

- Eden has been restored. Instead of a garden, it’s now a garden city and the tree of life, 
once forbidden because of Adam’s sin, is now accessible because of the second 
Adam’s righteousness. The fruit can now be eaten and even the leaves bring healing. 
This imagery is also from Ezekiel 47: 

"And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. 
Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month. 
Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing" (Ezekiel 47:12). 

3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 
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- ‘see his face’ - Moses couldn’t do this (Exodus 33:20,23) but remember the glow of 
glory that Moses had when he was in God’s presence (and not able to see his face). 
What will we experience if we get to see his face?  

- ‘his name will be on their foreheads’ – this is in contrast to the mark of the beast on 
the foreheads of those not part of Christ. (See Figure 7 comparing the mark of God and 
the mark of the beast in the notes on Revelation Chapter 13).  

 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, “These words are 
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel 
to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

- At this point the four visions come to an end and John wraps up the book. 

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near.  

- Daniel was told to seal up his apocalyptic vision of the end but in direct contrast, John 
is told not to!  

11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and 
the holy still be holy.” 

- John again outlines the two camps of humanity finds itself in: the righteous and 
unrighteous.  

“The ancient commentator, Andreas, says that the Risen Christ is saying: "Let each man 
do what pleases him; I will not force his choice." This, then, would be another warning 
that every man is writing his own destiny.” - Barclay 

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what 
he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.” 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life 
and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. 

- ‘Outside’ – excluded from the city. The list is similar to Revelation 21:8  
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16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

- This is a reference to Isaiah 11:1, "There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots." 

- ‘bright morning star’ - "A star shall come forth out of Jacob" Numbers 24:17 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

- Revelation ends of with a call to engage – to engage with the Holy Spirit and to engage 
with God’s church (his bride).  

- ‘water of life’ – a reference to Jesus’ statement that those who come to him will 
receive life-giving water that would never stop (John 7:38). Jesus explains this is the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus was probably referencing Isaiah 55:1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!” 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the 
holy city, which are described in this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 

- ‘Amen’ – this appropriately means ‘truth’ and ‘certainty’. In uncertain times, this is 
what Revelation gives us: certainty. We’ve seen the end of the movie that good 
triumphs over evil. Eden will be restored and the entire Universe will finally be at 
peace. That’s worth saying ‘Amen’ to!  
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Questions 
 
Icebreakers (for group sessions) 
 
• What’s the longest you had to wait for something? What happened and was the wait worth it?  
• When people refer to heaven in popular culture, what images often get portrayed?  

 
Q1:  Through Revelation the imagery of Jesus transitions. Initially he is seen walking amongst 
the churches (lampstands) then he is seen as a slain lamb. Now that all the judgments have 
passed we see him as a conquering king leading a heavenly calvary. Why do you think that 
the portrayals of Jesus throughout Revelation changes? Which imagery can you best relate 
to and why?  

 
Q2: Chapter 20 introduces the concept of a 1000 year period called the millennium where 
Jesus will reign and Satan’s activity is restricted. Have a look at the three main view of the 
millennium and see which one you feel is the one you think is correct. Why do you think 
that?  

 
Q3: After the millennium comes Judgement Day – where all the peoples of the earth who 
have ever lived have to give an account to Jesus before the Great White Throne. Read 2 Cor. 
15:10, Hebrews 9:27, Matthew 12:36, Romans 2:16 and Acts 17:31. What are your 
expectations about this event? Why do believers have nothing to fear on Judgment Day if 
we have to give an account of everything we have done good or bad? Do unbelievers  
 
Q4: John sees the ‘New Jerusalem’ coming down from heaven to the earth. What does this 
tell us about the ultimate destiny for believers? Will we live forever in heaven or forever on 
earth? Why do you think that?  

Q5: Figure 48 outlines four common reasons that people look forward to God’s renewal of the 
heavens and the earth. Have a read through and choose which is your most compelling 
reason to look forward to this future. Why did you pick that one?  

This brings us to the end of our study on the book of Revelation. It’s an encouraging book for 
believers but in contrast it is full of warning for unbelievers. Take a few moments to discuss 
how this makes everybody feel. After that discussion take a moment to pray for our friends, 
family and colleagues who are not believers. Ask that God would open their eyes to see his 
great gospel and also ask the Holy Spirit to give us opportunities to convey this good news to 
them.  
 
Finally, if you have time, take a moment to relate one thing that each person has learnt about 
God through this series.  


