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Ch 16: The Seven Bowls 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1 Depiction of one of the seven golden bowls being poured out by an angel 1 

e are now introduced to the last set of seven judgments. These judgments are the 
most destructive and they are now focussed on those who bear the mark of the 
beast. The first five judgments are similar to previous judgments: sores, seas and 

rivers turning to blood, heat waves, solar eclipses. But then things are different. The sixth 
bowl make preparations for a battle to take place and the fall of Babylon is introduced – which 
is the major theme of the next two chapters. The battle is the famed Battle of Armageddon, 
based near the plain of Meggido, a famous battle ground throughout Biblical history.  
 
The dragon and the beast inspire the battle through the release of demonic frogs alongside a 
new player (or perhaps an old one?), the false prophet. The false prophet is not given an 
introduction and takes the place of the land beast, of whom he may be the one and the same.  
 
But instead of a battle taking place, the seventh seal is opened and unnaturally heavy hail 
descends down on a city and breaks it into three. An earthquake ensues and it is declared in 
heaven that ‘it is done’ - ‘Babylon’ has fallen. This is the sacking of Jerusalem by the Romans in 
AD 70. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1 https://fineartamerica.com/featured/golden-bowl-denise-warsalla.html 
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REVELATION CHAPTER SIXTEEN  

16 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on 
the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 

1. Sores 
2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores 
came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

- Now that the beast has been introduced and the concept of his mark, these judgments 
are stated as targeting those who have the beast’s mark.  

Overview of the Seven Bowl Judgments  
Judgment 1. Sores 2. Sea 3. Rivers 4. Sun 5. Darkness 6. Battle 7. Hail 

Reference Rev. 16:2 Rev. 16:3 Rev. 16:4-7 Rev. 16:8-9 Rev. 16:10-11 Rev. 
16:12-16 

Rev. 16:17-
21 

Action Poured bowl 
on earth 

Poured bowl 
into the sea 

Poured bowl 
into rivers 
and springs 

Poured bowl 
into the Sun 

Poured bowl 
on the throne 
of the beast 

Poured 
bowl into 
the 
Euphrates 
river 

Poured 
bowl into 
the air 

Result 

Harmful, 
painful sores 
came on those 
with mark of 
the beast. 

Sea turned 
red and 
everything in 
the sea died 

Water turned 
to blood 

Sun scorched 
people with 
heat. People 
cursed God.   

Beast’s 
kingdom 
turned to 
darkness 

Euphrates 
dries up. 
Frogs 
spirits set 
up Battle 
of 
Armagedd
on 

Great 
earthquake. 
Great city 
split into 3. 
Hailstones 
fell.  

Table 1 Overview of the Seven Bowl Judgments 

2. Blood Sea 
3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, 
and every living thing died that was in the sea.  

- In the second trumpet judgment 1/3rd of the sea turned to blood and 1/3rd of the 
creatures died. Now there sea has turned completely to blood and everything in it 
dies. 

3. Blood Rivers 
4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they 
became blood. 5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, 
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“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 
    for you brought these judgments. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
    and you have given them blood to drink. 
It is what they deserve!” 
 

- Here Revelation declares that the blood judgments do correlate exactly with the 
shedding of blood.  

- Again, exodus imagery is strongly identified here. Rev. 15 has reordered the events of 
the Exodus and plagues. 

7 And I heard the altar saying, 

“Yes, Lord God the Almighty, 
    true and just are your judgments!” 
 

- God’s judgments are linked directly to God’s justice.  
 

4. Scorching Sun 
8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with 
fire. 9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had 
power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. 

- During the years 250 – 400 AD Rome experienced an unusual warming of its climate. 
This was called the Roman Climatic Optimum or the Roman Warm Period. However, it 
is unlikely this is in view because this warmer climate was beneficial to Rome even 
allowing the Empire to harvest grapes from vineyards planted throughout England and 
Germany. We can speculate that this relates to some sort of solar flare but it is difficult 
to correlate this with a known event in Roman history.  

5. Darkness 
10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged 
into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for 
their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds. 

- ‘plunged into darkness’ In 130 AD Emperor Hadrian had built a temple for the worship 
of the Roman god, Jupiter and for Emperor worship in Jerusalem near where the 
Second Jewish Temple of Herod had been destroyed (AD 70). In 164 AD a deep solar 
eclipse was seen directly over Parthia, Petra, Jerusalem and finally Rome. The eclipse 
was even minted on their coins during that time.  
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Figure 2 Roman coinage depicting the solar eclipse in 164 AD 

- ‘cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores’ - the Romans, rather than be 
concerned by this sign, were encouraged and went on to claim victory by sacking the 
Parthian capital of Ctesiphon and Seleucia on the Tigris in 165 AD. Seleucia was likely 
the fourth largest city in the empire behind Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. The 
Parthians opened the gates to the Romans but they looted and destroyed the city 
anyway. The Roman legions returned triumphantly. However, their victory was a 
hollow one because they brought back the plague. Historians believe the causative 
agent of the Antonine Plague (as it became known) was smallpox. The Antonine Plague 
(mentioned in previous chapters) devastated the Roman Empire. 

 

6. Armageddon 
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 
up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east.  

“One of the curious features of the Old Testament is the number of times when the drying 
up of the waters is a sign of the power of God. It was so at the Red Sea. "The Lord drove 
the sea back...and made the sea dry land" (Exodus 14:21). It was so at Jordan, when the 
people under Joshua passed through the river. "All the Israelites passed over on dry 
ground" (Joshua 3:17). In Isaiah the act of the power of God is that he will enable men to 
pass through the Egyptian sea dry-shod (Isaiah 11:16). The threat of God's vengeance in 
Jeremiah is: "I will dry up her sea, and make her fountain dry" (Jeremiah 51:36). "All the 
depths of the Nile," says Zechariah, "shall dry up" (Zechariah 10:11). 

It may well be that here John is actually remembering a famous incident in history. 
Herodotus tells us (1:191) that when Cyrus the Persian captured Babylon he did so by 
drying up the Euphrates. The river flows right through the centre of Babylon. When Cyrus 
came to Babylon her defences seemed so strong that her capture seemed impossible. 
Cyrus formed a brilliant plan. He left one section of his army at Babylon and another he 
took up the river. By a magnificent engineering feat he temporarily deflected the course 
of the river into a lake. The level of the river dropped and in the end the channel of the 
river through Babylon became a dry road; along that road there was a breach in the 
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defences and by that road the Persians gained an entry into Babylon, and the city fell.” 
W. Barclay 

13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and 
out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. 

- ‘False Prophet’ - this is the first time the false prophet appears. William Barclay 
believes that since he arrives without any explanation we should assume John believes 
the reader already knows his identity. Given this, it’s likely that the false prophet is the 
land beast of chapter 13. Rev 19:20 states that the false prophet performed signs and 
deceived those who had the mark of the beast. This is exactly what the land beast 
does : “It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in 
front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the 
beast it deceives those who dwell on earth…” Rev 13:13-14 

- The Beast, the Dragon and the False Prophet are set up by John as an unholy Trinity 
and they have occurred throughout the book in various guises across seven different 
chapters.  
 

An Unholy Trinity? 
 Anti “Father”  Anti “Son” / Anti ‘Christ’ Anti “H. Spirit”?  / False “Church”? 
Ch 11 - Beast Great City/Sodom/Egypt 
Ch 12 Red Dragon/Devil/Satan - Pregnant Woman 
Ch 13 Dragon Sea Beast Land Beast 
Ch 16 Dragon Beast  False Prophet 
Ch 17 -  Scarlet Beast Woman/Harlot/Babylon/Great City 
Ch 19 - Beast False Prophet 
Ch 20 Dragon/Devil/Satan Beast False Prophet 
 Implies: Satan Implies: Roman Empire Implies: Jerusalem 

Table 2 The Unholy Trinity - A comparison of imagery across Revelation 

14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole 
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am 
coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may 
not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in 
Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

- Har-Mageddon is a hill near Megiddo. Har = mountain of Mageddon = of Megiddo 
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Figure 3 Map showing Meggido, Jerusalem and Mt Carmel. Photo of the ruins of Megiddo today.  

- Megiddo relates back to the book of Judges (Ch 4-5) and the battle between Deborah 
and Barak. This was won by Jael, the wife of Heber, driving a tent peg through the 
king’s temple. Meggido is also where Ahaziah dies (2 Kings 9:27) and where Josiah dies 
in battle with Pharoah Neco (2 Kings 23:29) just before the exile to Babylon. Judah 
loses and then is deported across the Euphrates.  

“From the most ancient times to the time of Napoleon it was one of the great battle-
grounds of the world… It was a battle-ground, as H. B. Swete says, "familiar to a student 
of Hebrew history." - Barclay 

- The stage is set for a battle between the ‘kings from the rising of the sun” crossing the 
Euphrates, and the ‘kings of the whole world’. This battle is inspired by the frog-like 
spirits of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet.  

- Wilson states that the only way to make sense of the Battle of Armageddon is that it is 
the fall of Babylon. The armies line up and get ready for a fight and then three 
chapters later we come back to the battle and there are corpses everywhere (Rev. 
19:17-21).  Therefore, it seems the fall of Babylon (Rev 16:17-19:10) is the Battle of 
Armageddon. This then correlates with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70.  
 

7. Hail 
17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, 
peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the 
earth, so great was that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities 
of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the 
wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be 
found. 21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; 
and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. 

“A devastating hail was part of the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 9:24). In the battle with the 
five Amorite kings at Beth-horon, under Joshua, there came a great hail upon the enemies 
of Israel so that more died by the hailstones than died by the sword (Joshua 10:11). Isaiah 
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speaks of the tempest of hail and the destroying storm which God in his judgment will 
send (Isaiah 28:2). Ezekiel speaks of God pleading with men with pestilence and blood, 
and sending an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone (Ezekiel 
38:22).” – W. Barclay 

 

   
Figure 4 Large hailstones today - the ones in Revelation are declared to be 50 times heavier! 

- The ‘hail’ were about 100 lbs each which does not occur in nature . But look at what 
the Roman historian Josephus wrote about the siege of Jerusalem and the use of 
catapults against the city wall,  

“Now the stones that were cast were of the weight of a talent, and were carried two 
furlongs and further. The blow they gave was no way to be sustained, not only by those 
that stood first in the way, but by those that were beyond them for a great space. As for 
the Jews, they at first watched the coming of the stone, for it was of a white colour.”2 

- 100lbs is approximately equal to a talent. Could the hail be boulders from catapults 
used to bombard Jerusalem? Jerusalem was accused of adultery and the Old 
Testament punishment for adultery was stoning. Was Jerusalem receiving her 
punishment for her adultery?  

- According to Philostratus, writing in the early years of the 3rd century3, Titus 
reportedly refused to accept a wreath of victory, saying that the victory did not come 
through his own efforts but that he had merely served as ‘an instrument of divine 
wrath.’ 

 
The Plagues of Egypt Corresponding Plagues in Revelation 

The Nile turned to blood (Ex. 7:20-25) • The flaming mountain cast into the sea, whereby one third of 
the sea becomes blood (Rev. 8:8) 

• The sea becoming like the blood of a dead man (Rev. 16:3) 
• The rivers and fountains becoming blood (Rev. 16:4) 

The frogs (Ex. 8:5-14) • Three unclean spirits, like frogs, came out of the mouth of the 
dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. (Revelation 16:13-16) 

The lice (Ex. 8:16-18) No corresponding plague 

 
 
2 Josephus, Jewish Wars 5.6.3 
3 Philostratus, The Life of Apollonius of Tyana 6.29 
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The flies (Ex. 8:20-24) No corresponding plague 

The plague on the cattle (Ex. 9:3-6) No corresponding plague 

The boils and sores (Ex. 9:8-11) • Ulcerous sores upon men (Rev. 16:2). 
 

The thunder and the hail (Ex. 9:22-26) • The pollution of the air and the accompanying terrors in 
nature, the thunder, the earthquake, the lightning and the hail 
(Rev. 16:17-21). 

• The coming of hail, fire and blood, through which a third part 
of the trees and all the green grass are withered (Revelation 
8:7). 

The locusts (Ex. 10:12-19) • The coming of the star who unlocks the pit of the abyss, from 
which comes the smoke out of which come the demonic 
locusts (Rev. 9:1-12) 

The darkness (Ex. 10:21-23) • The smiting of one third of the sun and the moon and the 
stars, whereby all is darkened (Rev. 8:12) 

• The darkness over the kingdom of the beast, and its agony 
(Rev. 6:10) 

Death of the first-born (Ex. 12:29-30) No corresponding plague 

Table 3 The Ten Plagues of Egypt & their corresponding plagues in Revelation 
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Ch 17-18 The Fall of Babylon 

 

Figure 5 The Course of Empire: Destruction, a painting  by Thomas Cole (1836) 
 

he fall of Babylon was introduced in the last chapter and now this occurs. But instead of 
a city, the imagery changes to that of a prostitute, riding the beast which is now a 
scarlet colour to match the purple and scarlet of the prostitute. The beasts seven heads 

are explained in more detail stating that they represent seven mountains (Rome was founded 
on seven hills) but they also represent seven kings. The ten horns are also explained as a 
further ten kings that arise.  
 
While the beast makes war with the followers of the Lamb, it also turns on the prostitute and 
attacks her. This is how Babylon falls. A long lament occurs for the prostitute but the section 
ends with heaven rejoicing that justice has occurred and judgment has come upon the wicked 
Babylon/prostitute.  
 
In great contrast to the sin-glorying prostitute, chapter 19 begins with the introduction of the 
spotless bride of the Lamb and a blessing is proclaimed for all those who are invited to the 
wedding supper.  

 

  

T 
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REVELATION CHAPTER SEVENTEEN  

17 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual 
immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.”  

- ‘great prostitute’ - historically, Israel and Judah were spoken of as unfaithful wives and 
as prostitutes by God because of their pursuit of other gods and alliances with kings 
for protection. This is instead of trusting in God to protect them. 

Reference Description of Israel as a Prostitute/Harlot 
Isaiah 1:21 "How the faithful city has become a harlot!" 
Ezekiel 16:15 "You trusted in your beauty and played the harlot" 
Jeremiah 2:20 “…on every high hill and under every green tree you bowed down like a 

whore.” 
Ezekiel 23: 12,14, 17,19 “[Jerusalem] lusted after the Assyrians… she carried on her whoring 

further…and the Babylonians came to her in her bed of love, and they 
defiled her with their whoring lust…Yet she increased her whoring, 
remembering the days of her youth when she played the whore in the land 
of Egypt…”  

Hosea 2:5, 4:15 “For their mother has played the whore; she who conceived them has acted 
shamefully… Though you play the whore, O Israel…” 

Micah 1:7 “… all her wages shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste, 
for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the fee of a 
prostitute they shall return.” 

Table 4 References to Israel/Judah as a harlot/prostitute in the Old Testament 

- “many waters” We already know from Rev 17:15 that the waters the prostitute sits on 
is not actually water but represents a multitude of people. 

3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness,  

- ‘he carried me away in the Spirit’ - here starts the third vision (of the wilderness) 

“One of the ever-recurring features of the Bible story is that it was in the desert that the 
great men of God saw their visions. It was in the wilderness that Moses met God (Exodus 
3:1). It was when he had gone a day's journey into the wilderness that Elijah met God and 
regained his courage and his faith (1 Kings 19:4). It was in the wilderness that John the 
Baptist grew to manhood and it was there that he received his message from God (Luke 
1:80). It was to the wilderness that Jesus went to settle the way he would take before he 
set out to preach and teach and die for men and for God (Matthew 4:1).” 

William Barclay 

and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had 
seven heads and ten horns. 

- In the same way that the visions of Daniel’s statue (Daniel Ch 2) and the four beasts 
that come out of the sea (Daniel 7) represent the same four empires, this scarlet beast 
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with seven heads and 10 horns is the same as the seven-headed, ten-horned Sea Beast 
in chapter 13. The land beast is now represented as a harlot (prostitute) that rides the 
beast taken from chapter 11.  

4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, 
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual 
immorality. 5 And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother 
of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of 
the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.  

- ‘Babylon the great’ – the last chapter ended by introducing to us the fall of Babylon 
and again we take up this theme but this time Babylon is not represented by a city but 
by a prostitute. This demonstrates the overlap of symbology with multiple symbols 
often referencing the same thing.  

- From this point forward, Andrew Wilson states that the eschatology of Revelation is a 
reworking of the eschatology of Ezekiel, it’s a very clear retelling of the narrative. This 
is helpful when it comes to interpreting Revelation - especially regarding the 
millennium. 

The Eschatology of Ezekiel 

 

 

 
The Eschatology of Revelation 

 
 

-  
 
 
 

Figure 6 Comparison between the eschatology of Ezekiel and Revelation (THINK:2019 A. Wilson) 

 
- The woman dressed in priestly clothing with a name on her forehead: the priestly 

garments. She represents religious power, specifically Jewish. She is a city 'drunk with 
the blood of the saints' which takes us back to Rev 11:8 when the two witnesses were 
murdered in Jerusalem. if we look back to Paul’s pattern before his Damascus road 
experience, he was zealously rounding up Jewish Christians with the approval of the 
Sanhedrin and putting them in prison (See Acts 9:1-3). While Paul was transformed, 
there were many others who continued this persecution, with even the apostle James 
killed by Herod (See Acts 12:1-2). Herod had Peter arrested and it was only through a 
miraculous escape that Peter didn’t receive the same fate as James (See Acts 12:3-11). 

- In chapter 11 she was the woman clothed with the sun and stars. 

Overthrow 
of harlot 
(Ch 17) 

Lament for 
the fallen 
city (Ch 18) 

Battle of 
Gog/Magog  
(Ch 20)  

First 
resurrection 
(Ch 20)  

Birds gorge 
on corpses 
(Ch 19) 

High 
mountain 
(Ch 21) 

City/temple 
measured 
(Ch 21) 

New city 
with temple 
of glory and 
a life giving 
river  
(Ch 21-22) 

Overthrow 
of harlot 
(Ch 16,23) 

Lament for 
fallen city 
(Ch26-27) 

Battle of 
Gog/Magog  
(Ch 38-39)  

Valley of dry 
bones  
(Ch 37)  

Birds gorge 
on corpses 
(Ch 39) 

High 
mountain 
(Ch 40) 

City/temple 
measured 
(Ch 40-42) 

New city 
with temple 
of glory and 
a life giving 
river  
(Ch 43-48) 
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When I saw her, I marvelled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries 
her. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and 
go to destruction.  

- The loco-scorpions arose out of the bottomless pit (the abyss) in chapter nine and now 
the beast arises from the same place.  

And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.  

- Throughout Revelation there is a sharp contrast between those whose names are 
written in the book of life and those who are not; those who have the mark of God vs 
those who have the mark of the beast. This follows the themes of some of Jesus’ 
parables e.g. the sheep and the goats, the wheat and the tares, etc. What is clear there 
is no middle ground: you are either with the Lamb or with the Beast.  

9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated;  

- Rome was built on seven hills/mountains 

     

Figure 7 Map of Rome showing the seven hills & a model of Rome at its peak 

The seven hills are: 
 

1. Aventine Hill   2. Caelian Hill      3. Capitoline Hill.   4. Esquiline Hill      5. Palatine Hill 
6. Quirinal Hill and 7. Viminal Hill 

10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and 
when he does come he must remain only a little while.  

- The five kings who have fallen are the first five Emperors of the Roman Empire: Julius 
Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula and Claudius. That would make Nero the sixth 
Emperor "who is". If an early date is taken for the writing to Revelation Nero was the 
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reigning emperor at the time John was writing. Galba would then be the one who "has 
not yet come, but when he does come, he must remain for a little while". Galba’s reign 
was short. It lasted only seven months before he was assassinated, aged 73. His reign 
was followed quickly by Otho and Vitellius. Then there were civil wars until Vespasian 
became Emperor in AD 69 and stabilised the empire again. Tacitus reported that during 
the unstable period prior to Vespasian: 

"Many believed the end of the empire was at hand"4 

- The Roman historian Suetonius started off his work on Vespasian with the following:  

"The empire which for a long time had been unsettled and, as it were, drifting through 
the usurpation and violent death of three emperors, was at last taken in and given 
stability by the Flavian family". 5  

11 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to 
destruction. 12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal 
power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 

These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will 
make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of 
kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

- ‘the Lamb will conquer them’ - ultimately, Christianity won out against the Roman 
Empire and in the 4th Century the Roman Empire abandoned its polytheistic worship 
and declared they would worship the God of the Christians.  

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they 
and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her 
flesh and burn her up with fire, 

- Rome turned on Jerusalem and, as predicted by Jesus (Mat. 24:1-2), Jerusalem was 
sacked by Rome, after a five month siege and the Jewish temple was completely 
destroyed (AD 70).  

17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and 
handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 And the 
woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” 

- ‘the woman… is the great city’ - the ‘great city’ is introduced in Rev 11:8 and is where 
‘their lord was crucified’. Therefore, it seems clear that the prostitute and the ‘great 
city’ are both representative of Jerusalem. 

The Fall of Babylon 

 
 
4 Cornelius Tacitus Histories 4:5:4 
5 C. Suetonius Tranquillus The Lives of the Twelve Caesars: The Life of Vespasian 1:1 
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REVELATION CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

18 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 
earth was made bright with his glory. 2 And he called out with a mighty voice, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
    She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
    a haunt for every unclean bird, 
    a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 

- At the beginning of chapter 18, the angel links the desolation of the woman/great city 
(See Rev. 17:18) with ‘Babylon’. Many commentators feel that Babylon is best suited 
to represent Rome but the coupling with the woman / great city just a few verses 
before make it more likely that Jerusalem is in view. While there are some strong 
reasons why Babylon could represent Rome, verse 24 states that ‘Babylon’ contains 
the blood of the saints AND prophets. Rome just had the blood of the saints. Only 
Jerusalem had the blood of the saints AND the prophets! 

 

  Jerusalem as ‘Babylon’    Roman Empire as ‘Babylon’  

• If ‘Babylon’ is Jerusalem then the destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD70 is the fulfilment of these 
prophecies.  

o Infestation with demons (Mt 12:43-45) 

o Suddenness of judgment with the city 
burned and destroyed (Mk 13 & Mt 24) 

o The flight of the ‘New Jerusalem’ from Old 
Jerusalem (Mt 24) 

o Blood of prophets and saints being found 
in her (Mt 23:34-35) 

o Lists match of traded goods. (Rev. 18:11-
13 vs 1 Kings 5:10-18 and 10:10-25) 

• Overthrow of the city echoes Jesus’ judgment of 
the temple system plus his prediction of the 
destruction of the city. (Mt 18:6 vs Rev. 18:21) 

• Old Jerusalem goes up in smoke (Rev. 18:18; 
19:3) before New Jerusalem comes down 
(21:10) 

 • Most interpreters see Rome as Babylon which 
doesn’t have an equivalent fulfilment.  

• If Babylon is symbolic of idolatrous empires 
then: 

o Sexual immorality combines with greed to 
produce adulterous, rich, luxurious living 

o When God’s judgment falls no amount of 
wealth, pagan deities or military might can 
save them 

o As empires gain in strength they aspire to 
deity and sacrifice human blood to sustain it 

o The saints celebrate when she is judged 

• While this is true of Rome it can also be true of 
Islamic caliphates, Qing dynasty, modern 
capitalist empires etc. 

Figure 8 Comparison between Jerusalem and Rome as 'Babylon' in Revelation 18 & 19 (taken from THINK 2019 - A Wilson) 

3 For all nations have drunk 
    the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
    and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 
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“Come out of her, my people, 
    lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues; 
5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
    and God has remembered her iniquities. 

“God is always calling upon his people to cut their connection with sin and to stand with 
him and for him. It was the call which came to Abraham: "Now the Lord said to Abraham, 
Go from your country, and your kindred, and your father's house, to the land that I will 
show you" (Genesis 12:1). It was the call that came to Lot, before the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah: "Up, get out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy the city" 
(Genesis 19:12-14). It was the call that came to Moses in the days of the wickedness of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram: "Get away from about the dwelling of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram.... Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men" (Numbers 16:23-26). 
"Go forth from Babylon," said Isaiah, "flee from Chaldea" (Isaiah 48:20). "Flee from the 
midst of Babylon," said Jeremiah, "and go out of the land of the Chaldeans" (Jeremiah 
50:8). "Flee from the midst of Babylon, let every man save his life" (Jeremiah 51:6). "Go 
out of the midst of her people. Let every man save his life from the fierce anger of the 
Lord" (Jeremiah 51:45). It is a cry which finds its echo in the New Testament. Paul writes 
to the Corinthians: "Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership have 
righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has 
Christ with Belial?" (2 Corinthians 6:14-15). "Do not participate in another man's sins; 
keep yourself pure" (1 Timothy 5:22).” – W. Barclay 

6 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, 
    and repay her double for her deeds; 
    mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. 
7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, 
    so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, 
since in her heart she says, 
    ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, 

- Again, the imagery couples Babylon to the previous woman as here Babylon is 
described as ‘a queen’ not a ‘widow’.  

and mourning I shall never see.’ 
8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, 
    death and mourning and famine, 
and she will be burned up with fire; 
    for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, 
will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10 They will stand far off, 
in fear of her torment, and say, 

“Alas! Alas! You great city, 
    you mighty city, Babylon! 
For in a single hour your judgment has come.” 
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- The prophet Isaiah foresaw the overthrow of actual Babylon in Isaiah 13:19-22 and 
John seems to be referencing this prophecy. There are a lot similarities in the language 
used:  

“Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, 
    the pride and glory of the Babylonians,  
will be overthrown by God 
    like Sodom and Gomorrah. 
20 She will never be inhabited 
    or lived in through all generations; 
there no nomads will pitch their tents, 
    there no shepherds will rest their flocks. 
21 But desert creatures will lie there, 
    jackals will fill her houses; 
there the owls will dwell, 
    and there the wild goats will leap about. 
22 Hyenas will inhabit her strongholds, 
    jackals her luxurious palaces. 
Her time is at hand, 
    and her days will not be prolonged.” 

11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 
anymore, 12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all 
kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, 
iron and marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, 
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.  

14 “The fruit for which your soul longed 
    has gone from you, 
and all your delicacies and your splendours 
    are lost to you, 
    never to be found again!” 

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her 
torment, weeping and mourning aloud, 

16 “Alas, alas, for the great city 
    that was clothed in fine linen, 
        in purple and scarlet, 
    adorned with gold, 
        with jewels, and with pearls! 
17 For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” 

And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off 
18 and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, 

“What city was like the great city?” 

19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
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“Alas, alas, for the great city 
    where all who had ships at sea 
    grew rich by her wealth! 
For in a single hour she has been laid waste. 
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, 
    and you saints and apostles and prophets, 
for God has given judgment for you against her!” 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, 
    and will be found no more; 

- The image of the millstone may link to Jesus’s declaration that if anyone causes 
innocent children who believe in Jesus to sin that it would be better ‘to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea’ (Matt. 
18:6)  

 
22 and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, 
    will be heard in you no more, 
and a craftsman of any craft 
    will be found in you no more, 
and the sound of the mill 
    will be heard in you no more, 
23 and the light of a lamp 
    will shine in you no more, 
and the voice of bridegroom and bride 
    will be heard in you no more, 
for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, 
    and all nations were deceived by your sorcery. 
24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, 
    and of all who have been slain on earth.” 

Rejoicing in Heaven 

REVELATION CHAPTER NINETEEN  

19 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying 
out, 

- In contrast to the fall of Babylon we see again the saints in heaven: the 
multitude/144,000. They celebrate that judgment has occurred.  

“Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
2 

    for his judgments are true and just; 
for he has judged the great prostitute 
    who corrupted the earth with her immorality, 
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 
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3 Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! 
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who 
was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne came a voice 
saying, 

- At this point, John is looking back into the Heavenly scene that we were introduced to 
in the first few chapters.  

“Praise our God, 
    all you his servants, 
you who fear him, 
    small and great.” 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
    the Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
    with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

- Now the bride is introduced in stark contrast to the harlot/prostitute.  

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell 
down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow 
servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  

- A common experience when humans meet angels (See Daniel 10:7-8)  

Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

- A short phrase but packed with meaning. Prophecy ultimately conveys what God 
(Jesus) is saying to human beings - that is what prophecy is all about. Testifying what 
Jesus has told you to others.  
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Questions 
 
Icebreakers (for group sessions) 
 
• Have you ever been anywhere that has a different culture to you? What was the experience 

like?  
• Have you ever talked with somebody who followed a different religion (or no religion at all)? 

What was the most surprising thing that you learnt?  
 

Q1:  Up until now, the focus of judgment has been on the pagan oppression of the church, 
through the Roman Empire. But during these chapters the focus shifts towards Jerusalem and 
its apostate religious system. The sixth judgment is the Battle of Armageddon which relates to 
the fall of ‘Babylon’. This equates in history to the sacking of  Jerusalem in AD 70. The rest of 
the chapters retell this Fall of ‘Babylon’ referencing the same event. It outlines to us the 
horror of religious apostasy. These were God’s people but they were now killing His church! 
What way today is the Devil using religious institutions or systems to oppress God’s church?   

 
Q2: The fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Jewish temple was an historical event. 
Read through Jesus’ prediction of this in Matthew 24:15-21, spoken approximately 40 years 
before it came to pass. What does this tell us about the need to correctly discern what 
prophecies are referring to? How is this applicable for us today? 

 
Q3: Look at Table 2 called ‘An Unholy Trinity’ in the notes. It compares the different imagery 
used across Revelation describing the opposition to God’s church. The most varied imagery is 
the one relating to Israel/Jerusalem: the Great City, the Harlot, ‘Babylon’, the False Prophet, 
‘Sodom’, ‘Egypt’, the beast that arises from the land etc. This is reflective of the Old 
Testament prophetic writings about Jerusalem/Israel throughout the Bible. Why do you think 
God uses such dramatic and vivid metaphors when communicating to Israel through his 
prophets? What do we learn about God’s character from this?  

 
Q4: In the end, the Pharisees and Sadducees’ partnership with Rome came to a bitter end. The 
Beast turned on the Prostitute; the Sea Beast had no more use for the Land Beast and the 
‘Great City’ was sacked. Israel’s alignment with secular pollical powers had a long history: 
treaties with Egypt, the Babylonian Empire, the Assyrians, and now Rome. God had always 
criticised them for this because they were relying on these powers for protection instead of 
him. We may not be forming political alliances with other countries, but in what ways are 
we in danger of trusting in worldly things for security and protection instead of God? How 
can we avoid this in the future?  

Q5: The beginning of chapter 19 shows the sharp contrast between the prostitute and the 
bride of the Lamb. While it’s easy to feel superior that we are part of the bride, we mustn’t do 
that. The same challenges that Israel faced to remain pure before God, we also face. Reflect 
on God’s church globally, what areas are we remaining pure and what areas may 
compromise have crept in? What about yourself, which areas are you tempted to allow 
compromise to creep in? What can we do to prevent compromise?  


