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Ch 12-15: The Seven Heavenly Visions 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1 A rendition of the woman and the dragon and also the angelic war in heaven 

hen the lamb received the scroll in chapter 4, the contents were released. John has 
now received the little scroll and its contents are released resulting in John seeing 
seven heavenly visions. Through these visions we are introduced to the woman and 

the dragon and a menacing combination beast from Daniel 7 that arises out of the sea. 
There’s also a two-horned lamb-beast that arises out of the land that is subservient to the sea 
beast. The 144,000 make a re-appearance and the mark of the beast is introduced. Angels 
harvest the earth and create lots of wrath-filled wine. The final vision sees seven more angels 
enter the scene each carrying a bowl filled with this wine. They stand ready to set up the final 
set of seven judgments: the bowl judgments.  
 
The key to understanding this section is to realise that the two beasts follow the pattern from 
the visions of Daniel and represent worldly powers. Standing behind them is the red dragon 
who is inspiring the political and religious powers from John’s perspective (Rome and 
Jerusalem) to attack his enemy: God’s church. While initially it looks as though the dragon is 
winning, he hadn’t factored in the appearance of the Lamb. At the Lamb’s direction, the 
gospel is taken to the whole earth and the beasts are toppled. Vengeance is taken by the 
Lamb for all the martyrs that were slain by the dragon as the bowls of God’s wrath are 
prepared to be poured out.  
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1. The Woman and the Dragon 
 
REVELATION CHAPTER TWELVE 
 
12 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under 
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  
 

- ‘a woman’ - we can identify Israel as the woman because in verse 5, out of her comes 
the Messiah. To continue this analogy, Israel is described as a woman who married to 
God (see Isaiah 54:5 and Hosea 2:19-20).  

- ‘sun…moon…twelve stars’ – a reference to Genesis 37 and Joseph’s dream of his 
parents and brothers bowing down to him.  
 

 Revelation 12 Biblical Background 
12:1-2 

“A woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under feet, and on her head a crown 
of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains” 

Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37: Jacob is the sun, Rachel the moon 
and the twelve tribes of Israel are the stars. The woman is Israel, 
the barren woman in labour (Is 54) 

12:3-4 
“A great red dragon, with seven heads and 
ten horns, and on his heads seen diadems… 
the dragon stood before the woman who 
was about to give birth, so that when she 
bore her child he might devour it” 

The dragon is similar to Leviathan (see Job 3:8, 41:1) even being 
multiheaded like Leviathan (Psalm 74:14). The ten horns may be 
representative of false worship as there 10 horns in the 
tabernacle (4 on the two altars plus the horns on the cherubim. 
The dragon persuade Herod to try and kill the infant Jesus (just 
as he persuaded Pharaoh to kill the Israelite male babies).  

12:5-6 
“She gave birth to a male child, one who is 
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron… 
the woman fled into the wilderness… to be 
nourished for 1,260 days.” 

Psalm 2 says the messiah will rule the nations. Joseph and Mary 
fled with Jesus into Egypt via the wilderness. The Israelites fled 
Egypt into the wilderness. 1,260 days = 3.5 years. A period of 
tribulation (Dan 7 & 12) 

12:7-12 
“The great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent who is called the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world – he 
was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels with him… The accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down.” 

The accuser has access to heaven (Job 1-2) and accuses the 
saints (Zech 3:1-6) but he is cast down during Jesus’ earthly 
ministry at the preaching of the kingdom (Luke 10:18) and the 
cross (Jn 12:31) 

12:13-17 
“The woman was given the two wings of 
the great eagle so that she might fly into 
the wilderness… The serpent poured water 
a river out of his mouth after the woman to 
sweep her away with a flood” 

The Exodus, the Red Sea crossing, Egypt as Leviathan (the 
dragon) See Isaiah 27:1. The rescue on eagles wings may draw 
from Ex. 19 & Deut. 32. Does this relate to the woman in the 
basket carried by a stork in Zech 5:5-11?  

Table 1 Biblical background of key events in Revelation Ch 12 (adapted from THINK 2019: Revelation (A Wilson) 

2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And 
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, 
and on his heads seven diadems.  

- ‘a great red dragon’ - the dragon is the Devil. The ten horns and seven heads relate to 
the Sea Beast in the following sections demonstrating where the Sea Beast’s true 
nature comes from. Andrew Wilson states that there are ten horns in the tabernacle as 
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well, hinting that this is a false priesthood (four on the two altars plus the horns on the 
cherubim). 

- A many-headed, scaly beast crops up in the Old Testament a few times:  
o It appears as Rahab. "Was it not you that did cut Rahab in pieces, that did 

pierce the dragon?" (Isaiah 51:9).  
o It appears as leviathan. "You did break the heads of the dragon in the waters. 

You did crush the heads of leviathan" (Psalm 74:12-14). “In the day of the Lord, 
God with his sore and great and strong sword will punish leviathan” (Isaiah 
27:1). 

o It appears in the dramatic picture of behemoth in Job 40:15-24.  
- But the reference to seven heads and ten horns is a directly relating to the form of the 

beast that comes out of the sea in chapter 13:1-10.  

4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth.  

- ‘third of the stars’ – verse 9 reveals the stars are ‘his angels’ and are therefore demons.  

And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore 
her child he might devour it.  

- ‘devour it’ – the dragon persuades Herod to kill all the infants under two in Bethlehem 
in an attempt to kill Jesus.  

5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron,  

- ‘rod of iron’ – this is a reference to Psalm 2 (v.9), a messianic psalm relating to Jesus 

but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the 
wilderness,  

- ‘wilderness’ - Israel was tested in the wilderness, Jesus was tested in the wilderness. 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus were sent to Egypt (via the wilderness) for a few years.  

where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 

- 1260 days = 42 months = 3.5 years: same number of days as the two witnesses 
prophesy for (11:3) and the ‘time, times and a half a time’ in verse 14 

“The origin of the phrase comes from that most terrible time in Jewish history when 
Antiochus Epiphanes, King of Syria, tried to force Greek language, culture and worship 
upon the Jews and was met with the most violent and stubborn resistance. The roll of the 
martyrs was immense but the dreadful process was finally halted by the rising of Judas 
Maccabaeus. Judas and his heroic followers waged guerrilla warfare and won the most 
amazing victories. Finally Antiochus and his forces were driven out and the Temple was 
restored and cleansed. The point is that this dreadful period lasted from June 168 B.C. to 
December 165 B.C. (To this day the Jews celebrate in December the Festival of Hanukah 
which commemorates the restoration and the cleansing of the Temple.) That is to say this 
dreadful time lasted almost exactly three and a half years. It was during that time that 
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Daniel was written and the phrase was coined which ever afterwards was stamped on 
the Jewish mind as indicating a period of terror and suffering and martyrdom.” William 
Barclay 

Satan Thrown Down to Earth 

7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon.  

- Michael the chief archangel. (See Daniel 10:13,21; Jude 1:9). Referring to the times of 
the end, Daniel 12:1 states that at that time “Michael…will arise”.  

And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer 
any place for them in heaven.  

- ‘no longer any place for them in heaven’ – in Luke 10:18, Jesus declares that, ‘I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.’ 

9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him.  

   

Figure 2 Images depicting the fall of Satan 

10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers 
has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved 
not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because 
he knows that his time is short!” 

- ‘But woe to you’ – this is the final of the three announced ‘woes’.  
- Andrew Wilson says that the throwing down of Satan takes place in the ministry of 

Jesus not before Creation. It's John Milton popularisation of pre-creation fall of Satan 
that has influenced our understanding of Satan. Before the fall of Satan (Jesus' 
ministry) he was the Accuser in the court of heaven, now he is the liar, because there 
are no accusations left that can be levelled at us since we're covered by the blood of 
Jesus. 
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13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the 
woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of 
the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where 
she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.  

- ‘time, and times and half a time.’ This is mentioned only here in Revelation but twice 
in Daniel (7:25 & 12:7). It is thought to add up to a symbolic number: 3.5 (half of 
seven). Time (one), times (two), half a time (half). 

- Joseph, Mary and Jesus were thought to have lived in Egypt for 2-3 years.  

15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away 
with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth 
and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 

- Maybe referring to Herod’s Massacre of the Innocents. (Mat. 2:16-18) 

 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of 
her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. 

- ‘Make war on the rest of her offspring’ – New Testament believers who suffered under 
persecution.  

2. The Sea Beast 

REVELATION CHAPTER THIRTEEN  

13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems 
on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon 
gave his power and his throne and great authority.  
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Figure 3 A rendition of the Beasts of Daniel 7 and the combined beast of Revelation 13 both emerging from the sea1 

 
- This is straight out of Daniel 7 representing the worldly empires that rage against the 

people of God: 
o Lion = Babylon 
o Bear = Persia 
o Leopard = Greece 
o Terrifying beast = Rome 

- The seven heads and ten horns are added up from the beasts in Daniel Ch 7 and 
combined. Heads: Lion (1), Bear(1), Four-headed Leopard (4) plus a 10-horned 
terrifying beast (1) = 7 

- The Dragon stands on the beach between the land (Israel) and the sea (Greece). Then 
a Beast who comes out of each. Andrew Wilson thinks here that we will have Gentile 
beast and a Jewish beast and they will come together to fight the church. Beasts in the 
Bible are animals that humans can't tame and kill them. There is a wildness about 
natural beasts and so too these powerful empires, commonly led by despots.  
 

- When Paul dealt with the riots in Ephesus in response to his preaching against idolatry 
he alluded to the opposition as fighting with ‘beasts’ (1 Cor 15:32) 

 

Harmony of the Symbolism of the Four Pagan Empires in the Bible 

Empires 

Imagery 

Statue 4 Beasts Ram & Goat Sea Beast Scarlet Beast 

Daniel 2 Daniel 7 Daniel 8 Revelation 13 Revelation 17 

Babylonia Gold Head Lion 
(1 Head) - 

7-Headed,      
10-Horned 

Beast. 
 

Leopard + 
 Bear Feet + 
Lion Mouth 

7-Headed,  
10-Horned  

Beast 
 
 

Scarlet  
Colour 

Medo-Persia Silver Chest Bear 
(1 Head) Ram 

Greece 
Bronze 

Middle & 
Thighs 

Leopard 
(4 Heads) 

Male Goat 
(1 Horn à  
4 Horns) 

Rome Iron/Clay 
Feet 

10-Horned 
Terrifying 

Beast 
(1 Head) 

- 

Table 2 Harmony of the imagery of the pagan empires 

- Rome existed for 400 years as a republic – that’s why it had feet of clay because 
democracy dilutes power between many parliamentarians (in Rome’s case, 100 
senators). In comparison, the three previous empires all consolidated power in 
totalitarian emperors. But in 27 BC, Julius Caesar seized power. The republic 

 
 
1 https://prophecyart.com/revelation-images/almagamation-beast-rev-13 
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transitioned into an empire with Augustus becoming its first recognised emperor. This 
lineage continued past the time of Jesus to John’s presence on Patmos. At this point, 
Rome had it’s incredible ‘iron’ military might combined with the centralised control 
(and territory) of the previous three empires. The sea beast is Rome combined with all 
the strengths of the empires that had gone before it.  

“John's picture in the Revelation puts together in the one beast the features of all four. It 
is like a leopard with bear's feet and a lion's mouth. That is to say, for John the Roman 
Empire was so satanic that it included all the terrors of the evil empires which had gone 
before… 

This indicates a completely changed attitude to Rome. Paul had received nothing but help 
from the Roman government. Time and again the intervention of the Roman authorities 
and the fact that he was a Roman citizen had saved him from the fury of the Jews. It had 
been so in Philippi (Acts 16:1-40 ); in Corinth (Acts 18:1-28 ); in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-41 ); 
and in Jerusalem (Acts 21:1-40; Acts 22:1-30). It had been Paul's view that the powers 
that be were ordained of God and that all Christians must render a conscientious 
obedience to them (Romans 13:1-6). In the Pastoral Epistles prayer is to be made for kings 
and for all who are in authority (1 Timothy 2:1). In First Peter the injunction is to be a 
good citizen; to be subject to governors; to fear God, and to honour the emperor (1 Peter 
2:13-17)… 

In the Revelation things are changed. Caesar worship has emerged. The emperors call 
themselves by blasphemous names--divine, Son of God, Saviour, Lord. The might of Rome 
is arrayed to crush the Christian faith; and Rome has become the agent of the devil.”2 - 
William Barclay 

3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the 
whole earth marvelled as they followed the beast.  

- ‘mortal wound but its mortal wound was healed’ - just after Nero’s death the Roman 
empire almost collapsed. It had three emperors in quick succession and then went into 
civil war. Just as people thought the Roman Empire was done, an emperor arose 
(Vespasian) and stabilised the empire. It’s ‘mortal wound’ was healed. This reference 
may also refer to the Nero Redivivus legend: a popular legend that Nero would come 
back to life and would return from the east.  

“The Nero Redivivus legend was a belief popular during the last part of the 1st century 
that the Roman emperor Nero would return after his death in 68 AD. The legend was a 
common belief as late as the 5th century. The belief was either the result or cause 
of several pretenders who posed as Nero leading rebellions. 

Several variations of the legend exist, playing on both hope and fear of Nero's return. The 
earliest written version of this legend is found in the Sibylline Oracles. It claims that Nero 
did not really die but fled to Parthia, where he would amass a large army and would 
return to Rome to destroy it. Dio Chrysostom, a Greek philosopher and historian, wrote 
"seeing that even now everybody wishes [Nero] were still alive. And the great majority 

 
 
2 Barclay, William. Daily Study Bible: Revelation (Saint Andrew Press) 
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do believe that he still is, although in a certain sense he has died not once but often along 
with those who had been firmly convinced that he was still alive."3 

4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?”  

Land Beast (Rev 13) Sea Beast (Rev 13) Dragon (Rev 12) 
“And I saw” (13:11) “And I saw” (13:1) “Another sign appeared” 
A beast rising out of the land 
(13:11) 

A beast rising out of the sea (13:1) A great red dragon  

Two horns (13:11) Ten Horns and seven heads (13:1) Ten Horns and seven heads  
Like a lamb (13:11) Like a leopard, bear and lion (13:2) Ancient serpent 
Spoke like a dragon (13:11) Given power by the dragon (13:2) Is the dragon 
Has Sea Beast’s authority (13:12) Has Dragon’s authority (13:2) Usurps God’s authority 
Makes the earth worship the 
beast with healed mortal wound 
(13:12) 

Mortal wound healed (13:3) 

 

Heals the mortal wound?  

Earth is deceived by miracles 
(13:13) 

Earth marvels at miracle (13:3) Earth is deceived (12:14) 

People worship Sea Beast 
(13:12) 

People worship the Dragon (13:4) People worship the Dragon 
(13:4) 

Allowed to work signs (13:14) Allowed to exercise authority (13:5) Allows two beasts to works 
signs and exercise authority 

Tells people to make an image 
(13:15) 

Blasphemes against God (13:6) Deceives the nations (20:14) 

Kills those who do not worship it 
(13:15) 

Makes war on the saints (13:7) Makes war on the saints 
(12:17) 

Requires people to have a mark 
to buy or sell (13:16-17) 

Universal worship (except followers 
of the lamb) (13:8) 

Requires worship 

Calls for wisdom (13:18) Calls for endurance and faith (13:10) Call to fight? (war) 
Conclusion: False Church Conclusion: False Christ Conclusion: False god 
Conclusion: Herodian Israel Conclusion: Neronian Rome Conclusion: Satan 

Table 3 Two Beasts & the Dragon comparison (adapted from notes taken from THINK 2019 (A Wilson)) 

- Christians under Nero were persecuted because of their devotion. The two together: 
state power and religious power was an alliance to attack the true church.  

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.  

- The persecution of the church by Nero was instituted in AD 64 and lasted until his 
death in June AD 68, which is three and a half years, (42 months). 

“The fact that Nero fits the description of the "beast" is well documented. According 
to Suetonius, he murdered his parents, wife, brother, aunt, and many others close to him 
and of high station in Rome. He was a torturer, a homosexual rapist, and a sodomite. He 
even married two young boys and paraded them around as his wives. One of the boys, 
whose name was Sporus, was castrated by Nero. He was truly bestial in his character, 

 
 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero_Redivivus_legend 
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depravity, and actions. He devised a kind of game: covered with the skin of some wild 
animal, he was let loose from a cage and attacked the private parts of men and women, 
who were bound at stakes. He also initiated the war against the Jews which led to the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD…”4 

- The Greek philosopher, Apollonius of Tyana refers to Nero as a beast directly:  

"In my travels, which have been wider than ever man yet accomplished, I have seen man, 
many wild beasts of Arabia and India; but this beast, that is commonly called a Tyrant, I 
know not how many heads it has, nor if it be crooked of claw, and armed with horrible 
fangs. ... And of wild beasts you cannot say that they were ever known to eat their own 
mother, but Nero has gorged himself on this diet."5 

6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his 
dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  

- ‘blasphemous words’ - inscriptions have been found in Ephesus in which Nero is called 
"Almighty God" and "Saviour". Nero (along with Caligula) extensively promoted 
emperor worship and demanded divine honours while he was still alive. Traditionally, 
Caesars were worshipped and declared gods after their deaths. In contrast, Nero 
claimed to be the sun-god Apollo manifest on earth. Ephesus, one of the seven 
churches and close to John on Patmos was later the seat of empire worship under 
Domitian. 

7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them.  

- Nero wished to enlarge his palace and many Roman sources declare that Nero started 
the Great Fire of Rome to make space for this. A legend developed that Nero even 
played the fiddle and sung as Rome burned. If that was Nero’s plan to clear just a bit of 
land, it got way out of hand with eventually 70% of the city burning down and half 
Rome’s population became homeless. To distract the attention from himself, Nero 
declared that the Christians (an obscure religious sect from Rome’s perspective) were 
the cause of the fire. Roman historian, Tacitus records the persecution that followed:  

“All human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor (Nero), and the propitiations of the 
gods, did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the result of an order. 
Consequently to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most 
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the 
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty 
during the reign of Tiberius, at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and 
a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only 
in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and 
shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular.  

Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their 
information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the 
city, as of hatred of mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered 

 
 
4 http://www.ecclesia.org/truth/beast.html 
5 The Mark of the Beast Ecclesia.org Retrieved 2020-04-30 
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with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs, and perished, or were nailed to crosses, 
or were doomed to the flames and burned, to serve as a nightly illumination when 
daylight had expired.... 

Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose 
a feeling of compassion, for it was not, as it seemed for the public good, but to glut one 
man's cruelty that they were being destroyed.”6 

And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who 
dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, 
let him hear: 

10 If anyone is to be taken captive, 
    to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
    with the sword must he be slain. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 

3. The Land Beast 
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. 

- This beast looks like it should belong to the Shepherd but it speaks like the Dragon 
(indicating the influence of Satan). Jerusalem looked as though it was worshipping God 
through its temple worship but its religio-political system was entirely subservient to 
Rome. It’s demonically inspired persecution of the church showed how far it had come 
from being part of God’s pasture. 

 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great 
signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs 
that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, 
telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 

And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast 
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be 
slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be 
marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the 
mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 

- ‘mark’ – here introduces the concept of the mark of the beast.  

“The Christians of the first century were under the military authority of Rome, a nation 
which openly proclaimed its rulers, the Caesars, to be divine. All those under the 

 
 
6 Tacitus: Annals 15:44, quoted by Barclay Daily Study Bible (St Andrews Press) 
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jurisdiction of Rome were required by law to publicly proclaim their allegiance to Caesar 
by burning a pinch of incense and declaring, "Caesar is Lord". Upon compliance with this 
law, the people were given a papyrus document called a "libellus", which they were 
required to present when either stopped by the Roman police or attempting to engage in 
commerce in the Roman marketplace, increasing the difficulty of "buying or selling" 
without this mark. This is the essence of Scripture’s warnings to the early Christians 
against taking upon themselves the "mark of the beast".”7 

- Receiving a mark has a long history in the Bible: 
o Genesis 4:15 - God places a mark on the covenant-breaking Cain so that 

nobody would kill him. 
o Exodus 28:36-38 – The priests of God wore a gold plate upon their forehead, 

symbolising the redeemed man. 
o Exodus 13:9,16, Deuteronomy 6:6,8; 11:18 – A mark upon the forehead and 

hand was a symbol of total obedience to God’s Law. 
o Song of Songs 8:6 - A seal upon the heart and arm is symbolic of a love for a 

lover. 
o Isaiah 49:16 - God has graven His people on the palms of His hands as a sign 

that he would not forget them. 
o Ezekiel 9:4 – An angel was told to put a mark on the foreheads of those aligned 

with the Lord in the midst of apostasy.  
 
In contrast to this Mark of God, Revelation outlines a counter mark, the Mark of the Beast. 
 

The Mark of God  The Mark of the Beast 
Revelation 
7:3; 14:1; 
22:4 & 3:12 

The name of God will be written 
upon those who overcome. It 
will be sealed in their foreheads. 

 Revelation 
13:16-17 

The Beast places a mark on the 
hand or forehead of his 
followers and this is required 
for commerce. This mark is the 
name and/or number of the 
Beast.  

Revelation 
15:2 

To keep the Word of God is to 
overcome and be victorious over 
the mark, or name, or character, 
of the Beast. 

 Revelation 
14:9-11; 
16:2; 19:20 

Those who receive the mark of 
the Beast will be tormented. 

Revelation 
20:4 

Those who do not receive the 
Beasts’ mark will be the keepers 
of God's commandments and 
have the testimony of Jesus. 

 Revelation 
9:4 

Those who do not have the seal 
of God in their forehead will be 
tormented. 
 

Table 4 The Mark of God vs The Mark of the Beast 

18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man,  

 
 
7 http://www.ecclesia.org/truth/beast.html 
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- Six is man's number, because man was made on Day 6 (Genesis 1). The symbology is 
that instead of honouring the God who rested on Day 7 you honoured man who was 
made on Day 6.  

and his number is 666. 

- Gematria is an alphanumeric code of assigning a numerical value to a name, word or 
phrase based on its letters. It originated as an Assyro-Babylonian-Greek system of 
alphanumeric code or cipher that was later adopted into Jewish culture. Similar 
systems have been used in other languages and cultures. 

- A well-known example of Hebrew gematria is the word chai ("alive"), which is 
composed of two letters that add up to 18. This has made 18 a "lucky number" among 
the Jewish people. Gifts of money in multiples of 18 were very popular. 

- It’s widely commented that gematria is used in relation to the number of man: 666. In 
this case 666 represents Nero. In Hebrew, Nero Caesar (or Caesar Nero) is written 
NRWN QSR. Hebrew doesn’t write down the vowels. This adds up to 666. 
 

 
 

- Some early manuscripts have 616 instead. This occurs if you spell in the Gentile way in 
Hebrew by removing the second ‘N’.  

- 666 also appears with Solomon as the number of talents of gold that came to Solomon 
in one year (1 Kings 10:14 & 2 Chronicles 9:13). Andrew Wilson states that Solomon is 
an example of what happens when a king pursues man-centred pursuits of wealth, 
women and weapons instead of pursuing God. 

 

4. The 144,000 

REVELATION CHAPTER FOURTEEN  

14 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had 
his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven 
like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the 
sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song 
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he 
goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in 
their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 

- 144,000 – See the notes on Revelation 7:4 when the 144,000 are first introduced.  
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5. The Three Angels 
6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.  

- ‘eternal gospel’ – the good news of Jesus is unchanging and everlasting. Jesus’ sacrifice 
that reunited man with God will be remembered for all eternity and will be a cause of 
worship. This is why Jesus was seen in his glorified state with the marks of his 
crucifixion still present (See John 20:24-26). Jesus could have had the holes in his 
hands and feet removed but he chose to remember what he went through.  

7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 
water.” 

8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made 
all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” 

- ‘Babylon’ – this introduces the concept of the Fall of Babylon which is the major 
subject of Rev. chapter 18. John may have been referencing back to Jeremiah 51 
where the fall of literal Babylon was foretold. The ‘Babylon’ here in Revelation is 
obviously symbolising another city. 

“Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD's hand, 
    making all the earth drunken; 
the nations drank of her wine; 
    therefore the nations went mad. 
8 Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken; 
    wail for her! 
Take balm for her pain; 
    perhaps she may be healed. 
9 We would have healed Babylon, 
    but she was not healed. 
Forsake her, and let us go 
    each to his own country, 
for her judgment has reached up to heaven 
    and has been lifted up even to the skies. 
10 The LORD has brought about our vindication; 
    come, let us declare in Zion 
    the work of the LORD our God.” 

 
  Jeremiah 51:7-10    

9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the 
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink 
the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be 
tormented with fire and sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the 
Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day 
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or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name.” 

- ‘tormented with fire and sulphur’ – this is prefiguring the lake of fire in chapter 20 

12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God 
and their faith in Jesus.  

13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, 
for their deeds follow them!” 

- From heaven's perspective when you die it will be seen as rest and release. The idea of 
Resting in Peace (RIP) can be found to come from here. The martyrs can rest.  

 
6. The Harvest of the Earth 

14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, 
with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another angel came out 
of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and 
reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat 
on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.  

- Jesus harvests with a sickle.  

“When Joel wished to say that judgment was near, he said: "Put in the sickle, for the 
harvest is ripe" (Joel 3:13). "When the grain is ripe," said Jesus, "at once he puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come" (Mark 4:29); and in the parable of the wheat and 
the tares he uses the harvest as a picture of judgment (Matthew 13:24-30; Matthew 
13:37-43).” – W. Barclay 

- Andrew Wilson states that both the wheat and the grapes are the church. The 
winepress isn't the place where you judge grapes. The blood of the martyrs is the thing 
that is then poured out over the world to judge it. Jesus’ Parable of the Weeds 
(Matthew 13:24-29) specifically states there would be an end time harvest that 
separates people out: sifting the wheat from the chaff. The martyrs are being taken up 
to heaven from the earth, they are being harvested.  

- Wilson says that, in contrast, most interpreters think that the wheat represents the 
saints, and the grapes represent the wicked. But given the parallels between the 
chapters, the vine imagery in Scripture, the treading “outside the city,” and the 
sacramental overtones, Caird argues, both represent the harvest of the martyrs. 
Grapes (=martyrs) are not judged in winepresses; their juice (=blood) is prepared for a 
cup (=wrath) that their enemies must drink. Martyrs are agents of judgment, not 
objects of it. When the city finally falls, it is covered in “the blood of the saints” (Rev. 
18:24). 
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- The phenomenon of people working miracles who aren't believers/worshippers of God 
is common in the NT and early Christian mindset. For example, Simon the Sorcerer in 
Acts 8:9-13 ‘amazed’ many people with his sorcery.  

17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 And 
another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he 
called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the 
clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle 
across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great 
winepress of the wrath of God.  

"The Lord flouted all my mighty men in the midst of me...the Lord has trodden as in a 
winepress the virgin daughter of Judah" Lamentations 1:15.  

"I have trodden the winepress alone; and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod 
them in my anger, and trampled them in my wrath; their life blood is sprinkled upon my 
garments" Isaiah 63:3 

20 And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as 
high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.  

     

Figure 4 A picture of ancient Levantine winepress showing the grapes being crushed at the higher level and the grape juice 
flowing through the gap into the lower level. Second picture is an llustration showing the height of a horse's bridal 

- 1600 stadia = 304 km 
- Horses bridal height = approx. 4 foot = 1.22m  
- Volume of blood  = 1.22m x 304,000m  

= 371,000 cubic metres  
= 371 million litres!  
 
 
 

 

4 ft 
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7. The Sanctuary 

REVELATION CHAPTER FIFTEEN  

15 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, 
which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. 

- This introduces the final set of judgments: the seven bowl judgments 

2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had 
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of 
glass with harps of God in their hands. 3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, 

- ‘Song of Moses’ – Moses sang after the Israelites crossed the Red Sea and were 
victorious against the chasing Egyptian army. (Exodus 15:1-18). This song is only 10 
lines long. The original was 45 lines.  

“The song of Moses commemorated the greatest deliverance in the history of God's 
people Israel, and the victorious martyrs, brought through the sea of persecution to the 
promised land of heaven, sing that song.” – Barclay  

“Great and amazing are your deeds, 
    O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
    O King of the nations!  
4 Who will not fear, O Lord, 
    and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
    All nations will come 
    and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

"In the presence of God the martyrs forget themselves; their thoughts are absorbed by 
the new wonders that surround them; the glory of God and the mighty scheme of things 
in which their own sufferings form an infinitesimal part are opening before them; they 
begin to see the great issue of the world-drama, and we hear the doxology with which 
they greet their first unclouded vision of God and his works." - H. B. Swete8 

5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 6 and out 
of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, 
with golden sashes around their chests. 7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the 
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 

 
 
8 Henry Barclay Swete The Apocalypse of St. John London: Macmillan & Co (1906) 
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- ‘golden bowls’ - the bowls of wrath might be filled with the wine that comes from the 
winepress of God’s wrath.  

 8 and the sanctuary was filled with smoke 

- ‘Filled with smoke’ – See Isaiah 6:4 

“And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 
house was filled with smoke.” 

 from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the 
seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.  

- During the dedication of Solomon’s temple the temple was filled with God’s glory and 
the priest were unable to minister. This implies that the seven plagues had the full 
focus of God.  
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Questions 
 
Icebreakers (for group sessions) 
 
• What’s the most unusual dream you have had? Share a bit around the circumstances of the 

dream and whether you felt it had any meaning.   
• We are over half way now through Revelation. Is Revelation starting to make sense or are you 

feeling a bit lost?  
 

Q1:  In chapter 12 we see the woman and her offspring vs the dragon. The woman is thought 
to be Israel, out of whom comes the messiah and his disciples. The dragon then attacks her 
offspring. How is this true today? How do the dragon (Satan) attack Christians today? Think 
of as many ways as possible. How can we defend against these approaches?  

 
Q2: Chapter 13 starts off with a vision of a seven-headed beast coming out of the sea. Read 
Daniel 7 and compare it to Revelation 13:1-2. In Ch 12 we are told the dragon makes war with 
the saints and chapter 13 shows us how he does this: through the beast. The beast represents 
Rome and it’s use of governmental power to attack Christians. This is very real today in many 
part of the world. Take a moment to pray for Christians in countries such as China and the 
Maldives etc. where Christians can face severe persecution.  

 
Q3: Verse 11 of chapter 13 introduces the land beast. From John’s perspective in Asia Minor, 
Jerusalem was south overland and Rome was in the west over the sea. This land beast is 
subservient to the sea beast and represents religious power. The Jewish religious authorities 
(centred in Jerusalem) partnered with Roman civil authority to attack the early believers. They 
were meant to be followers of God but instead they killed the God’s followers thinking they 
were serving God. Have you seen religious power being abused? What happened? How can 
we guard against it in future?  

 
Q4: Verse 16 introduces us to the mark of the beast. This mark is in contrast to the mark of 
God. Both marks are mentioned throughout Revelation (See Rev. 3:12, 7:3; 9:4 13:16-17, 14:1; 
14:9-11, 15:2, 16:2, 19:20, 20:4, & 22:4). There is no middle ground. A person either takes the 
mark of the beast or the mark of God. In other words, people are either serving God or the 
devil. The rest of the Bible is clear on this too. For example, we are either enslaved to sin or to 
righteousness (Rom. 6:15-18) either sheep or goats (Mat. 25:31-46), attending the wedding or 
not (Mat. 22:1-22), being the wheat or the chaff (Mat. 13:24-29) etc. Take a moment to 
discuss this stark spiritual division and then take a moment to pray for friends or family who 
are yet to be saved that God would reveal himself to them.  

Q5: The harvest of the earth is introduced with reaping of wheat and grapes. These are both 
the raw components of bread and wine. The analogy here being to Jesus’ death. His body was 
broken and his blood shed and God’s wrath poured out. In Revelation, the body and blood 
being spilled are that of Christian martyrs and God’s wrath is against those who are killing 
them. Use this moment to take communion and thank God that our sins have been forgiven 
and we are spared from his wrath.  


