
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Study Guide  
Week 2 

 
 

Andrew Butterworth 
 



 
 

2 

Ch 2-3: Letters to the Seven Churches 
 

 

Figure 1 Map of the location of the seven churches 

 
fter John seeing Jesus in all his glory, Jesus now dictates a specific message to each of 
the seven churches the letter is written to. While some churches received 
commendations and some received rebukes, all seven received a specific calling with 

an accompanying promise if they carried it out. Whatever type of church we are in currently, 
all of us can draw out principles from Jesus’s messages and apply them to our situation.  
 
Are we like Ephesus who endured patiently but forgot the purpose of why they were 
enduring: adoration to Jesus? Do we need to be watchful like Sardis or grow in zeal like the 
lukewarm Laodicea? Jesus’s messages to the seven churches are sometimes fiery but they 
offer a timeless encouragement to the church in the midst of opposition.  
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Overview of the Letters to the Seven Churches 

Church Characteristic 
of Jesus 

Commendation Criticism Consequence Calling Commitment 
from Jesus 

Ephesus  
(2:1-7) 

Holding seven 
stars walking 
among the 
lampstands 

Patient 
endurance, 
identified false 
apostles, hate 
Nicolaitans 

Forgotten 
first love 

Remove 
lampstand 

To love Eat of the tree 
of life in God’s 
paradise 

Smyrna   
(2:8-11) 

First and last 
and came back 
to life 

Endured 
tribulation and 
poverty 

- - Be faithful 
to death 

Receive the 
crown of life 

Pergamum 
(2:12-17) 

Has a two-
edged sword 

Not denying 
Jesus’ faith 

False 
teaching,  

War against 
them 

To repent Receive hidden 
manna & white 
stone 

Thyatira 
(2:18-29) 

Fiery eyes and 
shinning bronze 
feet 

Endurance and 
loving service 

False 
prophetess 

Great 
tribulation 

Non-
tolerance 
of Jezebel 

Authority over 
the nations & 
reward for 
works 

Sardis      
(3:1-6) 

Has the seven 
spirits of God 
and seven stars 

Some ‘worthy’ 
members 

Lacking life; 
incomplete 
works 

Come to the 
church like a 
thief 

To be 
watchful 

White garments 
& remaining in 
the book of life 

Philadelphia
(3:7-13) 

Holy & true 
with the key of 
David 

Not denied Jesus 
& kept his word 

•  •  To endure Kept from trial 
& be a pillar in 
the temple  

Laodicea 
(3:14-22) 

The ‘Amen’ and 
faithful, true 
witness 

- Being 
lukewarm 

Remain 
spiritually 
‘naked’ 

To be 
zealous 

Eat with Jesus & 
sit on a throne 

Table 1 Overview of the Letters to the Seven Churches 
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1. The Church in Ephesus 

 

Figure 2 The ruins of Ephesus today 

REVELATION CHAPTER TWO 

2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:  

- Ephesus was an ancient Greek city on the coast of Ionia, near present-day Selçuk in 
Turkey. During the Classical Greek era, it was one of the famous twelve cities of the 
Ionian League. The city flourished after it came under the control of the Roman 
Republic in 129 BC. When Augustus became Roman emperor in 27 BC, he made 
Ephesus the capital of proconsular Asia instead of Pergamum. Ephesus then entered 
an era of prosperity, becoming both the seat of the governor and a major centre of 
commerce. According to Strabo, the Greek philosopher and historian, Ephesus was 
second in importance and size only to Rome. The city was famed for the nearby 
Temple of Artemis - one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. During the riot in 
Ephesus (Acts 19) the crowd chanted ‘Great is Artemis’ for two hours. Paul spent three 
and a half years in Ephesus establishing the church and later wrote a letter to them. 
(Letter to the Ephesians). 

“Paul stayed longer in Ephesus than in any other city (Acts 20:31). It was with Ephesus 
that Timothy was connected so that he is called its first bishop (1 Timothy 1:3). It is in 
Ephesus that we find Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos (Acts 18:19; Acts 18:24; Acts 18:26). 
Surely to no one was Paul ever more close than to the Ephesian elders, as his farewell 
address so beautifully shows (Acts 20:17-38). In later days John was the leading figure of 
Ephesus. Legend has it that he brought Mary the mother of Jesus to Ephesus and that she 
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was buried there. When Ignatius of Antioch wrote to Ephesus, on his way to being 
martyred in Rome, he could write: "You were ever of one mind with the apostles in the 
power of Jesus Christ." – William Barclay 

- Heraclitus, who lived in Ephesus, was known as the “weeping philosopher." His 
explanation of his tears was that no one could live in Ephesus without weeping at its 
immorality. 

 
- ‘To the angel’ - the letter is sent to the ‘angel’ of the church (as are all seven letters). 

We know that people have guardian angels (see Acts 12:15) but it seems that churches 
do as well.  

‘The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands. 

- Each letter starts with a repeat of the earlier imagery of Jesus. We know the meaning 
to this one as it was explained to us: Jesus is holding the angels of the churches and 
walking amongst the churches 

2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with 
those who are evil,  

- Salvation is by grace but Jesus assesses the church by its resultant works. This is 
consistent with the parables: looking for fruit on trees (e.g. the fig tree: Matthew 
21:18-22); rewards in heaven etc. Jesus was pleased by their good works.  

but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false.  

- Jesus gives a warning that false apostles (visiting ministers claiming a fathering role in 
the church) are amongst them. Jesus commends them for discerning these false 
apostles were not teaching truth and for dealing with them. Paul addresses a similar 
problem in the Corinthian church (see 2 Cor. 11:5).  

3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not 
grown weary. 

- This was a time of persecution by Rome and commonly the Jews from the nearby 
synagogue.  

4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.  

- While the church is commended for many things they are chastised for not treasuring 
the primary connection to Jesus.  

5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen;  

- Forgetting Jesus as our first love is not just problematic – it leads to a fall.  
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repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand 
from its place, unless you repent.  

- Removing the lampstand is a powerful image. The lampstand represents the spiritual 
vitality of the church. If it removed, all you have left is perhaps a nice building or a 
social club. The solution presented is to repent. This is always the correct response to 
conviction by the Holy Spirit of wrong-doing.  

6Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  

- ‘Nicolaitans’ - Several of the early church fathers mentioned this group, including 
Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Epiphanius, and Theodoret. They state that the deacon Nicolas 
was the author of the heresy and of the sect that developed. The last Western Church 
Father was Isidore of Seville, who finished the Etymologies, or the Origins, in the year 
636 A.D. In his Book VIII titled "The Church and sects (De ecclesia et sects)," he wrote,  

"The Nicolaites (Nicolaita) are so-called from Nicolas, deacon of the church of Jerusalem, 
who, along with Stephen and the others, was ordained by Peter. He abandoned his wife 
because of her beauty, so that whoever wanted to might enjoy her; the practice turned into 
debauchery, with partners being exchanged in turn.”  

- Irenaeus shared a similar view:  

“The Nicolaitanes are the followers of that Nicolas who was one of the seven first 
ordained to the diaconate by the apostles. They lead lives of unrestrained indulgence. The 
character of these men is very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse of John, [when they 
are represented] as teaching that it is a matter of indifference to practice adultery, and to 
eat things sacrificed to idols.”1  

7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

- This is a reference to Jesus’s common statement after some of his parables. E.g. The 
Parable of the Sower.  

To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 

- ‘to the one who conquers’ – Jesus call to conquer to the Ephesian church was to 
rediscover their first love for Jesus. The result: they would get to eat of the tree of life.  

- ‘tree of life’ - this is a powerful reversal of the Fall in the Garden of Eden. God’s 
consequence to Adam and Eve that they wouldn’t be able to eat from the Tree of Life. 
But now these believers can if they learn to love. The tree of life is seen later in 
Revelation 22. This shows us that Jesus has now given us access to the fruit of this tree.  

 
 
1 Irenaeus, Adversus haereses, i. 26, §3 
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2. The Church in Smyrna 

 

Figure 3 The ruins of Smyrna today 

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  

- Smyrna was one of the principal cities of Roman Asia. It vied with Ephesus and 
Pergamum for the title "First City of Asia." A Christian church with a recognised bishop 
existed here from a very early time, probably originating from the considerable Jewish 
colony that was present here. Ignatius of Antioch visited Smyrna and later wrote 
letters to its bishop, Polycarp. A mob of Jews and pagans martyred Polycarp in AD 153.  

- The proconsul gave Polycarp the choice of cursing the name of Christ and making 
sacrifice to Caesar or death. Polycarp responded "Eighty and six years have I served 
him and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" 
The proconsul threatened him with burning, and Polycarp replied: "You threaten me 
with the fire that burns for a time, and is quickly quenched, for you do not know the 
fire which awaits the wicked in the judgment to come and in everlasting punishment. 
Why are you waiting? Come, do what you will." He was burnt alive. He would not 
waiver, such was his faithfulness to Jesus Christ his King. 

- The church father, Irenaeus, who heard Polycarp as a boy, was probably a native of 
Smyrna. Another famous resident of the same period was Aelius Aristides, a famous 
Greek orator during the second century AD. Little is known about the church in Smyrna 
other than what is mentioned in Revelation.  

‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 9 “‘I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

- A large Jewish colony meant many Jewish synagogues. The church was suffering from 
verbal assaults from the religious Jewish population.  
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- ‘your poverty’ - the Christians were poor but Jesus contrasted that against true riches 
(spiritual riches): ‘you are rich’.  

10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation.  

- A direct prophecy here about the immediate future: a further persecution with 
imprisonment instigated by the Devil. This was probably carried out by legalistic Jews 
or Roman officials demanding Emperor worship.  

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  

- A strong charge here (unto death) but a great promise (crown of life). Crowns are 
associated with receiving rewards. They represent rulership and/or a position of 
authority.  

11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers 
will not be hurt by the second death.’ 

- ‘He who has an ear’ - again a reference is to Jesus’ parables. Even though the letter is 
dictated by Jesus to John, Jesus credits the Spirit (by whom this vision is made 
possible) as the speaker of the words.  

- ‘Second death’ is a reference to the eternal death that occurs after the final judgment 
for those not found in Christ. (See Rev. 20:6, 20:14 and 21:8).  
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3. The Church in Pergamum 

 

Figure 4 The ruins of Pergamum today 

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the sharp 
two-edged sword. 

- Pergamon was the capital of the kingdom of Pergamon. This kingdom was divided 
between Rome, Pontus, and Cappadocia, with the bulk of its territory becoming the 
new Roman province of Asia. The city itself was declared free and was briefly the 
capital of the Roman province before this honour was transferred to Ephesus. 
Pergamon was famous for two things: the Library of Pergamon - renowned as second 
only to the Library of Alexandria - and parchment. Pergamon was a flourishing centre 
for the production of parchment (the word parchment is itself, a corruption of 
pergamenos, meaning "from Pergamon").  

- Being the administrative centre of the region, it was likely that Pergamum was the 
centre also for emperor worship for the province. This might be the reference in verse 
13 that refers to ‘Satan’s throne’.  

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. 

- Pergamon had many temples including a temple to the Egyptian occultic ‘gods’, Isis 
and Serapis. Its remains are visible today and are known as the "Red Basilica”.  

Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my 
faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  
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- According to Christian tradition, in the year 92 AD,  Antipas, the first bishop of 
Pergamum ordained by John the Apostle, was a victim of an early clash between 
Serapis worshippers and Christians. An angry mob is said to have burned Antipas alive 
in front of the Temple inside a brazen bull-like incense burner, which represented the 
bull god Apis. His martyrdom is one of the first recorded in Christian history.  

14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat 
food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.  

- Balaam was a pagan prophet in the Old Testament (Numbers 22-4, Numbers 31:16, 2 
Peter 2:15 and Jude 1:11). Balak, the king of Moab hired him to curse the Israelites but 
God won’t allow him to and instead he blessed the Israelites, much to Balak’s 
annoyance. To appease Baka, Balaam sacrifices seven bulls and rams on a mountain. 
Later Moses blames Balaam of inducing Israelites to sexual immorality and idolatry. 
(The reference to Peor is where Balaam sacrificed seven bulls & rams - see Numbers 
23:28). The letter to Pergamum infers that Israel’s idolatry to Baal was a direct result 
of Balaam’s sacrifice (a ‘stumbling block’).  

15 So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  

- ‘Nicolaitans’ - see the letter to Ephesus (Rev. 2:6)  

6 Therefore repent. 

- In all the letters, repentance is commanded as the appropriate response when error is 
pointed out.  

If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.  

- The alternative to repentance is that Jesus will ‘wage war’ against them with the 
‘sword’ of his mouth. This could refer to sending a visiting prophet/preacher to them 
to point out their error in more detail or simply conviction by the Spirit to the people 
directly.  

17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new 
name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’ 

- Jesus will reward those who do well with ‘hidden manna’ and a ‘white stone’ with a 
new name. Manna relates back to the desert wanderings and was the food God 
supernaturally provided for the Israelites (See Exodus 16:1-36 & Numbers 11:1-9). 

“…the hidden manna is a symbolic picture of Jesus Christ. As the manna of the Exodus 
sustained and strengthened the Israelites for the forty years of desert wanderings, so Jesus 
strengthens and sustains us spiritually as we walk through this life on our way to heaven. 
Jesus is the “manna” from heaven—the spiritual sustenance we need—and it is promised 
to us. Jesus Himself made the connection between the manna of Moses’ day and His own 
provision of salvation: “I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which 
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anyone may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. . . This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and 
died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever” (John 6:48–51, 58).” 2 

“At the time the book of Revelation was written, a white stone was equivalent with 
innocence. If you were to be tried for a crime, a white stone signified acquittal, and a 
black stone signified guilt. To receive a white stone means that you are free from 
condemnation. You have been tried and have been found worthy.”3 

“The best theory regarding the meaning of the white stone probably has to do with the 
ancient Roman custom of awarding white stones to the victors of athletic games. The 
winner of a contest was awarded a white stone with his name inscribed on it. This served 
as his “ticket” to a special awards banquet. According to this view, Jesus promises the 
overcomers entrance to the eternal victory celebration in heaven. The “new name” most 
likely refers to the Holy Spirit’s work of conforming believers to the holiness of Christ 
(see Romans 8:29; Colossians 3:10).”4 

  

 
 
2 https://www.gotquestions.org/hidden-manna.html 
3 https://activechristianity.org/the-3rd-extraordinary-promise-hidden-manna-a-white-stone-and-a-new-name 
4 https://www.gotquestions.org/white-stone-new-name.html 



 
 

12 

4. The Church in Thyatira 

 

Figure 5 The ruins of Thyatira today 

18“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  

- Thyatira was an ancient Greek city which became the modern Turkish city of Akhisar. It 
was a trade city, a great commercial centre and because of it there were many guilds 
or unions. These were associations for mutual profit and pleasure of people employed 
in certain trades. To refuse to join one of these guilds would be much the same as to 
refuse to join a trade union today. It would mean to give up all prospect of commercial 
existence. These would very often hold meals or gatherings in a temple and if not in a 
temple, they would begin and end with a formal sacrifice to the gods, and the meat 
eaten would be meat which had already been offered to idols. Further, it often 
happened that these communal meals were occasions of drunken revelry and sexual 
immorality.  

- During the Roman era, Thyatira was famous for its dyeing facilities and was a centre of 
the purple cloth trade. Lydia (Acts 16:11-40) who helped Paul and Silas in Philippi was 
a purple cloth trader from Thyatira. In early Christian times, Thyatira was home to a 
significant Christian church. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. 19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  
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- As is the pattern, Jesus praises the church first.  

20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat 
food sacrificed to idols. 

- Jesus follows the opening praise by a strong concern. A prophetess called ‘Jezebel’ 
who is causing Christians to practice sexual immorality and idolatry. Jezebel was the 
wife of King Ahab who battled the prophet Elijah. Elijah stood against Jezebel and 400 
prophets of Baal and called down fire from heaven where the prophets of Baal could 
not. (See 1 Kings 18:20-40). Jezebel seduced Israel to idol worship but was met with a 
sudden end. It’s likely that ‘Jezebel’ is not the name of this particular false prophetess 
but is used metaphorically to drive home the point of how dangerous she is to the 
Thyatiran church.   

 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I 
will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead.  

- Again, Jesus commands repentance or he will act. In this case, he will make the 
prophetess sick and those who collude with her will experience the ‘great tribulation’ – 
referenced also in Revelation 7:14. This may be the same ‘great tribulation’ announced 
by Jesus in Matthew 24:21 

And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to 
each of you according to your works. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this 
teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not 
lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you have until I come.  

- Those who haven’t joined in with the prophetess are deemed fine by Jesus. The 
command is to remain steady in their faith.  

26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority 
over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken 
in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 28 And I will give him the 
morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

- Jesus concludes with his typical promise to those who overcome. This particular 
promise is truly great – authority over nations!  
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5. The Church in Sardis 

  
Figure 6 The ruins of Sardis today 

REVELATION CHAPTER THREE 

3 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write:  

- Sardis was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia, one of the important cities of 
the Persian Empire. Its importance was due to its military strength, its position on an 
important highway to the Aegean coast, and its governance of the wide and fertile 
plain of the Hermus. Sardis was situated in the middle of Hermus valley, at the foot of 
Mount Tmolus. Today, the site is located by the present day village of Sart, near Salihli 
in the Manisa province of Turkey. Remains of Sardis include a bath-gymnasium 
complex, a synagogue and some Byzantine shops.  

- On two occasions the impregnable city of Sardis was overthrown because of their 
casualness. They were overconfident in the natural fortress that the city was built in 
and dropped their Guard and were overthrown. They were not alert, they were not 
watchful. 

- And When John wrote his letter to Sardis, it was wealthy but degenerate. There was 
no life or spirit there. In that lazy atmosphere, the Christian Church too had lost its 
vitality and was dead instead of a living, thriving Church. 

‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. “‘I know your works. 
You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 
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3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.  

- There is not much to praise here and Jesus goes straight into issues that need 
repentance. As is his pattern, Jesus states that if they don’t repent Jesus will ‘come 
against’ them directly.  

4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they 
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 

- Jesus still chooses to honour the few that haven’t ‘soiled their garments’ (committed 
unrepentant sin) and are ‘worthy’.  

5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name 
out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 

- ‘white garments’ – a sign of purity and having been spiritually washed by Jesus.  
- ‘his angels’ Jesus implies here that we have personal angels associated to us (See also 

Acts 12:15).  
- ‘book of life’  

“In the ancient world rulers kept registers of those who were citizens of their realms; only 
when a man died or lost his rights as a citizen, was his name removed. The Book of Life 
is the register of those who belong to God.” William Barclay 

6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 
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6. The Church in Philadelphia 

 

Figure 7 The ruins of Philadelphia today 

7“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  

- Philadelphia was in the administrative district of Sardis. In AD 17, an earthquake 
occurred and many buildings were destroyed. To help it get rebuilt, the Roman 
emperor Tiberius relieved Philadelphia of having to pay taxes. The church in 
Philadelphia shares with Smyrna the distinction of receiving nothing but praise from 
Jesus. This explains why modern Protestant churches sometimes use "Philadelphia" as 
a component in the local church's name as a way of emphasising its faithfulness. It was 
a highly important centre in the Early Christian and Byzantine periods and it remained 
a strong centre of Orthodox Christianity until the early 20th century.  

- Today, Philadelphia is called Alaşehir (its modern Turkish name) and stands on 
elevated ground commanding the extensive and fertile plain of the Gediz River 
(Hermus in antiquity), presenting an imposing appearance. With Turkey being 
prominently Muslim, the city has about 45 mosques. From one of the mineral springs 
comes a heavily charged water popular around Turkey.  

‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one 
will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

- ‘Key of David’ – keys are symbolic of having authority.  

"And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none 
shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open" Isaiah 22:22 
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8 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to 
shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, 
and they will learn that I have loved you. 

- A synagogue is still present amongst the ruins today and it may have been this 
synagogue that persecution of the Philadelphian church came from.  

10 Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of 
trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming 
soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown.  

- ‘the hour of trial’ - a probable reference to the great tribulation referenced in the rest 
of Revelation. Jesus would somehow ‘come’ and protect them from this. Perhaps this 
meant connecting them with people favourable to their cause who would hide them 
from the persecution.  

12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go 
out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 13 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

- The promise here is to being a ‘pillar’ in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21). Paul referred to 
James, Peter and John as pillars in the Galatian churches (Gal. 2:9) meaning they were 
leaders and essential members of the church – in the same way that pillars are 
essential to the structure of some buildings.  
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7. The Church in Laodicea 

 

Figure 8 The ruins of Laodicea today 

14“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  

- Laodicea was an ancient city built on the river Lycus. Towards the end of the Roman 
Republic and under the first Roman emperors, Laodicea became one of the most 
important and flourishing commercial cities of Asia Minor. Large money transactions 
and an extensive trade in black wool were carried out. The city minted its own coins, 
the inscriptions of which show evidence of the worship of Zeus, Æsculapius, Apollo, 
and the Roman emperors. Antiochus the Great the ruler of the region (222-187 BC) 
transported 2,000 Jewish families to Phrygia from Babylonia. Many of Laodicea's 
inhabitants were Jews, and the Roman statesman, Cicero records that the provincial 
governor, Flaccus confiscated the 9 kgs (20 lbs) of gold which was sent yearly to the 
Temple in Jerusalem.5 

- The Letter to the Colossians mentions Laodicea as one of the communities of concern 
for Paul. It sends greetings from Epaphras from Colossae, who worked hard for the 
Christians of the three Phrygian cities of Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis. Asking for 
greetings to be sent to the Laodicean Christians, Paul requests that his letter be read 
publicly at Laodicea (See Colossians 4:16). Some Greek manuscripts of 1 Timothy 
conclude with the words: "Written at Laodicea, metropolis of Phrygia, Pacatiana" 

‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation. 

 
 
5 M. Tullius Cicero, Pro Flacco chapters 28 - 68 
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15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 
16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 

- This is the famous rebuke by Jesus for being spiritually ‘lukewarm’. It appears that in 
their wealth, they grown far from God. This is the problem with riches, it can lead to 
self-reliance and distract from God if we are not watchful. 

17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realising that you are 
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by 
fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the 
shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may 
see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and 
eat with him, and he with me.  

- “I stand at the door and knock” – note: this was written to lukewarm believers not 
unbelievers, as evangelists often use it for.  

21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and 
sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.’” 

- This is the end of the first vision and chapter four sees John transition into the second 
vision.  
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Questions 
 
Icebreakers (for group sessions) 
 
• Who was the last person you wrote an actual letter (on paper) to? What was the situation?  
• Tell of a time when somebody encouraged you (or you encouraged somebody else) and it 

made a big impact. Explain what happened.   
 
Q1:  Jesus prophesied to seven different churches. Can you relate personally to any of the 
situations that Jesus spoke about? 
 
Q2: The churches either got a commendation or criticism from Jesus or sometimes both. If 
you were writing a letter to Godfirst Church East Rand, what would you commend the 
church for and would there be anything that you feel needs to change?  
 
Q3: Have a look at the table that overviews the letters to the seven churches (at the start 
of this section). Look at the column ‘Calling’. Which of the callings most relates to your 
situation currently and why?  
 
Q4: The Laodicean church was very wealthy but they had become lukewarm in their 
affection for Jesus. Having no wealth and chasing it OR having lots of wealth, both can 
distract us from living fully for Jesus. Practically, what steps can we take to guard against 
wealth (the presence or lack of) being too big a focus in our lives? 
 
Q5: Jesus told the Laodicean church that he was standing at their door and knocking. He 
made a promise to them that if any of them heard his voice and opened the door to him 
he would come and eat with them. What do you think Jesus was meaning by this? How 
can we ensure that we hear his voice regularly and choose to ‘dine’ with him?  

 


